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1 John 1:5: (NASB) This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that 
God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 

The time has come.  The time when candy becomes a dietary staple, kids stay up and are 
out late running throughout neighborhoods collecting candy, disguised as anything from 
Ninja Turtles, to Frankenstein to princesses to monsters to political figures, ghosts and 
aliens.  If you are a kid, it is pure fun.  But the older you get, the darker the source of the 
fun.  At some point for many, this fun now takes on stories of death, darkness and devilry.  
Obviously, we are talking about Halloween.  What is it about this holiday that brings out so 
much that seems so sinister?  Stay with us – you may be surprised! 

Why was this particular night of this particular season chosen? 

Psalms 104:19–24 

Halloween History - The Origin, National Geographic Channel 

• On the rugged shores of the Irish Sea, the Celts formed an agricultural community.  Like any 
people who lived off the earth, nature could be friend or foe.  They were at the mercy of the 
elements.  Winter was the scariest time of all! 

What elements do we notice play a major role?  Earth – Seasons - People 
                       

Obviously we know that God put the seasons in place. 

(Source: The Ancient Celtic Fire Festivals www.neopagan.net) There appear to have been four major holy 
days celebrated by the Paleopagan Druids, possibly throughout the Celtic territories: ... These four major 
holy days have been referred to as “fire festivals”…Whether in Ireland or India, among the Germans or the 
Hittites, sacred fires were apparently kindled by the Indo-European Paleopagans on every important 
religious occasion….Samhain or “Samhuinn” is pronounced “sow-” (as in female pig) “-en” (with the neutral 
vowel sound) — not “Sam Hain”…  is often said to have been the most important of the fire festivals, 
because (according to most Celtic scholars) it may have marked the Celtic New Year.…Being “between” 
seasons or years, Samhain was (and is) considered a very magical time, when the dead walk among the 
living and the veils between past, present and future may be lifted in prophecy and divination. 
 

Paganism revolves around worshipping the earth.  The change of seasons and solstices were 
important patterns of change. 

Halloween History - the importance of the night, National Geographic  

• As winter approached, the Celts asked their priests, known as “druids,” to pray for them.  The 
most important night of prayers occurred late in their fall – the last day of the harvest and the 
first day of the dark of winter.  On that night, the Celts believed that the boundary between 
the world of the living and the spirit world was unusually thin – so thin that the souls of the 
dead could roam free back and forth.  That night was enormously important to the Celts.  They 
called it, “Samhain,” Gaelic for November. 

What elements do we notice play a major role?  The Unknown – The Hereafter 
 

We can observe how the superstitious beliefs of men abound when there is limited access to God.  
When you don’t understand God, the imagination takes over.  Daniel 2:19-22 

How does this fear of the dead and the unknown translate today? 

We need to be cautious and learn what we are dealing with.  Is it good or is it evil, and if it is 
evil, why would we have anything to do with it? 

Let’s look at the very beginning to establish the whole life and death issue: Genesis 2:7 
Genesis 2:15-17 

• Adam became a living “soul.”  (Note he wasn’t given a soul, he became a soul.) 

• The penalty for disobedience was “death.” 

• There was no positive indication towards the death experience.  It wasn’t to become a different 

form from what he was; he was given life and it would be taken away. 

• God never created or sanctioned a “netherworld.” 



“Why Do We Celebrate Death and Witchcraft?” #733 – October 28, 2012  

                                                            

Christian Questions ©2012 all rights reserved  
2

     Zombies, a Living History, History Channel    

• Zombies…you‘ve seen them in movies.  Zombies are the most frightening monster in history.  Is 
there any truth to their story?  Every culture creates its own version of zombies.  Could they be 
real?  There have been diseases throughout history that have mimicked the behaviors of a 
zombie. The plausibility is there. You would never be up against one zombie; you would be up 
against thousands or millions!  How would you survive?  What would you do day to day?  Are you 
ready for a Zombie Apocalypse? 

(Source: News.discovery.com – Excerpt from, A History of ‘Real’ Zombies) Though many people treat the 
current “zombie apocalypse” as a fun pop culture meme, it’s important to realize that some people believe 
zombies are very real. Haitian culture -- like many African cultures -- is heavily steeped in belief in magic 
and witchcraft. Belief in zombies is related to the Voodoo religion, and has been widespread throughout 
Haiti for decades. The existence of zombies is not questioned, though believers would not recognize the 
sensational, Hollywood brain-eating version that most Americans are familiar with. 

So, there is a legitimate fear of the “undead.”  Hmmm… where could that idea have come from?  
Genesis 3:1-5: Satan plants seeds of doubt and directly contradicts God, telling Eve that she was 
not going to die.  What are the undead?  They aren’t dead, but they aren’t alive.  People seem to 
be believing the lie!  No wonder Satan is called the Father of Lies!  Whenever a perception of 
reality is altered, the way we look at the world around us changes.  You can have a perception of 
reality, but it’s not the real thing.  Satan inserted a lie that continues to be perpetuated, and 
therefore our perception of life and death is changed. 

Origin of modern Zombie, The History Channel    

• To understand zombies, you have to know where they come from.  Our modern zombie comes 
from a film made in 1968 by a then unknown American director named George Romero, Night of 
the Living Dead.  

• What George Romero did was rewrite the book about zombies.  He turned zombies into an 
apocalyptic creature.  He wanted a monster that didn’t have a definition.  He created a 
creature that didn’t necessarily have a specific explanation of its origin. 

• Romero’s vision for the end of civilization as a zombie apocolypse captured the primal fears of 
Americans in 1968.  What started as a low budget horror movie became an international 
sensation. 

So, based on a fictional movie over 40 years ago, we have retold the story so many times with so 
many twists and such drama and special effects, that it looks real.  If it looks real, what’s to stop 
it from becoming real? 

First zombie in literature, The History Channel   

• Zombies first appeared in one of the earliest works of literature, The Epic of Gilgamesh.  In one 
of our oldest known works, Ishtar says, “I will raise up the dead and they will eat the living – the 
dead will outnumber the living.  This sounds a lot like a zombie apocolypse.  The word “zombie” 
means animated corpse and comes from the Haitian Voodoo religion.  It has its roots in western 
Africa.  Historically a zombie is a person who has had their mind controlled by someone else and 
is working like a slave.  

Once again we have a story - a fictional story - that sows the seeds of a new perception of 
reality.  Satan will take a kernel of truth and build all kinds of deceptions around it.  Without a 
good understanding of death, Satan can play with our imagination.  Let’s take the example of the 
Apocalypse.  This is a scriptural concept, but Satan litters it with the fantasies we adopt as being 
real.  Psalms 119:105:  Satan takes God’s truth and twists it.  But all we need to do is stick with 
the Scriptures, because God will give us light on a dark path if we stay close to Him. 

(Source:  religioustolerance.org) Samhain was a fire festival. Sacred bonfires were lit on the tops of hills in 
honor of the Gods. The townspeople would take an ember from the bonfire to their home and re-light the 
fire in their family hearth. The ember would usually be carried in a holder - often a turnip or gourd. They 
felt nervous about walking home in the dark; they were afraid of evil spirits. So they dressed up in costumes 
and carved scary faces in their ember holders. They hoped that the spirits would be frightened and not 
bother them…  Wiccans and some other Neopagans base their religious faith on the religion of the Celts. 
They continue to celebrate Samhain today.                   

The whole idea of gods and spirits interacting with humanity does have a basis in reality.   
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Again, all of the perversion of these things really does go back to Satan as the Father of Lies: 
Exodus 34:12-17: God sets a principle in place for Israel:  Don’t get mixed up in idolatry.  
Paganism is idolatry.  The core of it is self-worship by teaching that “we are gods.”  This is 
exactly what Satan put in place, and this thinking should not permeate any part of our lives.  Let 
us make sure that fantasy and fiction do NOT become reality!   

How to Survive a Zombie Attack from the Centers for Disease Control, ABC News  

• The Apocalypse, folks, is no joke.  Unless you work at the CDC!  The agency took a light-hearted 
approach to its guide to prepare people for a Zombie Apocalypse.  Don’t laugh!  The CDC’s 
Zombie Preparedness Plan bears close resemblance to the tips for surviving other epidemics or 
disasters like, “keep an emergency kit handy,” and “have an evacuation plan in place.”  The 
zombie blog is such a hit; it crashed the CDC’s site.   

Deuteronomy 12:2-3: So, what is this Asherim? (Source:  From Outside the Camp Vol. 1, No. 4)  

Asherim: …The Old Testament mentions a pagan goddess from which the festival of Easter is derived. This 
goddess was the goddess of fertility and sexual lust, known as Ashtaroth or Ashtoreth…  Each spring, the 
pagans would set up phallic poles called Asherahs under trees on high hills and celebrate their fertility 
festival with unbridled sexual perversion. This is how the May Pole originated. 

How did the church try and combat the prevalence of Paganism? 

Observations about the Pagan origins of Halloween: 

The Pagan origins of Halloween were founded in very real concerns about life:  

• The end of the harvest and thanksgiving for it; 

• The coming cold winter; 

• The coming dark days; and 

• The uncertainty of life, death and the hereafter. 

These real concerns were expressed through ritual and celebration towards multiple gods. 

Deuteronomy 12:2-3: This would seem to serve as a template for how we are to deal with 
Paganism.  This will be the purpose of the real Armageddon – to obliterate all that is not in line 
with God’s righteousness and love. 

The dead and Papal Influence, National Geographic Channel   

• On Samhain, the villagers gathered and lit huge bonefires to drive the dead back to the spirit 
world and keep them away from the living.  But as the Catholic Church’s influence grew in 
Europe, they frowned on the Pagan rituals like Samhain.  In the 7th Century, the Vatican began 
to merge it with a church-sanctioned holiday, so November 1st was designated, “All Saints Day,” 
to honor martyrs and the deceased faithful. Both of these holidays had to do with the afterlife 
and about survival after death.  It was a calculated move on the part of the church to bring 
more people into the fold.   

The very nature of compromise says that you give a little and take a little, which is fine when the 
two who are compromising are looking for the same objective.  When the compromise is between 
opposing forces, then danger lurks…2 Chronicles 33:1-6: We can see that Paganism and its 
practices hold a very obvious attraction, as there is record of a number of kings of Israel - Saul, 
Manasseh and even the (formerly) wise Solomon - all obliterated the sanctity of worshiping God 
by allowing Paganism a foothold in their nation. 

White Wicca and witchcraft are bridges into darker occultism, www.youtube.com 

• Witchcraft is an ancient practice, the belief that a person can manipulate nature and destiny by 
casting a magic spell, but there may be a terrible price to pay.  Spells can go one way or the 
other depending on the timing of the working, the reason for the working, and the result that 
they want.  Some witches practice a Nature-based religion called Wicca.  They worship ancient 
Pagan dieties and perform rituals that celebrate the seasons and the phases of the moon. 

(Source:  religioustolerance.org) The Wiccan Rede:  "An (if) it harm none, do as ye Will."  Wiccans have 
ethics which are different in nature than most "one-god" religions which hand out a list of "do's and don'ts." 
We have a single extremely powerful ethical principal which Initiates are responsible for applying in specific 
situations according to their best judgment. That principle is called the Wiccan Rede (Old English for rule) 
and reads: "An (if) it harm none, do as ye Will."  Based on the earlier mention of "True Will," you will 
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understand that the Rede is far more complex than it sounds, and is quite different than saying, "Do 
whatever you want as long as nobody is hurt." Finding out your Will is difficult sometimes, and figuring out 
what is harmful, rather than just painful or unpleasant is not much easier.   

Where and how did this self-expression of “your will” start? Isaiah 14:12-14: …I will make 
myself like the Most High. The focus was on Satan’s desire to be like God.  The result has 
created destruction, havoc and misery.  His original intent was to lift himself out of the context 
of where he belonged.  That was the expression of his will.  We believe this Wiccan Rede is 
directly found in this desire of Satan. What damage Satan did by “doing as ye Will!”  In his mighty 
spiritual mind, would this exercising of his WILL hurt anyone?  NO!  It would simply give him 
authority as God. When we put our will before the will of God, we are stepping in an area we 
don’t belong.  White witchcraft, no matter how love-oriented it is, puts your own will before the 
will of God.  So the basic premise is very wrong and leaves the decision for what is right and 
wrong up to you and not God as the highest authority.  Our Christian way: John 4:31-34: 
Compare Jesus’ approach to life – he was to do the will of God and do God’s work.  That’s the 
opposite of the white witchcraft rule.  Doing God’s will gave him ultimate peace. 

Black Wicca and Witchcraft are bridges into darker occultism, www.youtube.com 

• …but there are other witches who practice darker arts.  Usually the black witchcraft is for 
power or greed.  Black witchcraft is so much more inviting because you get quick gratification.  
Usually you find that the witches that get into the most trouble are usually the black witches.  
Tradition has it that once the dark forces have been released, even the experts at black 
witchcraft can’t escape the consequences. 

Witchcraft, sorcery and media, whitehorsemedia.com    

• Televison producers and publishers have discovered that sorcery sells!  And they are capitalizing 
on this!  They are producing a vast array of movies, and shows and books that all make 
witchcraft seem to be fun for kids.  Parents are naïve when they see no connection between the 
popularity of Harry Potter and the popularity of real witchcraft.  Revelation 18:23 says through 
sorcery, all nations were deceived.   

First point in how to deal with this: 

• Know the sources of your belief!  1 John 1:5-8: The source of Christian belief is God.  In God, 

there is only light and there is no darkness.  We want that to permeate our every thought. 

• You have been delivered – live a delivered life!  Colossians 1:12-14: We have to live as though we 

have been delivered from the power of darkness.  But make no mistake, the power of darkness 

sometimes looks like light.  That makes it more difficult!  Remember the Old Testament 

principles we discussed?  Destroy the idolatry.  If we are wearing our armor at all times, we will 

be ready for the fight.  Compromising with darkness is not a scriptural principle. 

• Build on people’s desire for spirituality – NOT on their Pagan beliefs. Acts 17:22-25: Athens was 

one of the most Pagan areas of all.  The Apostle Paul acknowledged their enthusiasm for 

spirituality but saw that they were worshipping an “unknown god,” to cover all their bases.  He 

patiently explained to them what the truth was.  His lesson undermined all of the other gods 

they had.  He took their spiritual enthusiasm and redirected it to truth and light.  That is one 

way we can build on people’s desires, by showing them true light. 

• Beware the subtlety of sin. 2 Corinthians 11:14-15: We have to check light against those things 

we know to be true. 

• Seek holiness. 1 Peter 1:14-16: When you are holy, you have been set apart, out of the 

mainstream.  The walk of Christianity is a walk of holiness.   

We want to understand dark and light and make a choice to follow the unadulterated light in the 
word of God.  All else will take us away from true holiness in our lives. 

 Why do we celebrate death and witchcraft? 
For Jonathan and Rick (and Kathy!) and Christian Questions, 

Think about it…! 
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