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Should Christians Only Marry Christians? 

2 Corinthians 6:14: (NASB) Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what 
partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship  

has light with darkness? 

To be a Christian is perhaps the most amazing privilege in the history of mankind.  After all, 
you are called to walk in the footsteps of the Master; to sacrifice your will, your time and your 
energy for one short lifetime, and in exchange you will be given an eternity of godly power and 
wisdom and be used by God Himself to rehabilitate the world from sin and rule along with our 
Lord Jesus in righteousness!  Such privilege certainly comes with guidelines and requirements – 
well, what are they?  How specifically does God through Jesus guide our relationships? 

Galatians 6:9-10: There are many different brands of Christianity today – some that focus 
primarily on the feeling of the freedom of the teachings of Jesus and the heart relationships, 
some that focus primarily on the literal and often harshly interpreted words of Jesus and then 
there are the many variations in between.  What we will talk about today does not fit the 
extremes, but we believe it fits the intention of the heart of Jesus.   

The next set of scriptures start to narrow our focus. These are the words of Jesus on the 
last night before his crucifixion.  John 17:14-17: Jesus is saying that he is not only praying for 
those who were with him but for all of those that would follow him throughout the age. We are 
included in that prayer.  This is amazing. We are supposed to be like him.  What could ever 
make us think that this is easy – that this walk can be customized to fit into our own lives 
rather than our own lives being shaped to fit the walk of Christianity?  If you who are listening 
believe yourself to be running for this very highest of callings then today’s discussion is a 
“mirror” lesson for you and for me.  Am I taking Christianity and fitting it into my life or am I 
taking my life and fitting it into the walk of Christianity? 

Our theme Scriptures:  2 Corinthians 6:11-18: (NASB) We will take these verses piece by piece 
in order to try and hone in on their message.  2 Corinthians 6:11-13: We are dropping in on the 
process of the development of the church in Corinth. 

Background:  1 Corinthians was written to a church whose priorities were inside out and 
backwards.  They closed their eyes to dark moral sin, while engaging in a sectarian brand of 
Christianity that welcomed no ecclesia (church) discipline, a minimizing of the power of 
fellowship to solve issues, abuses of the Lord’s Supper, spiritual pride, misuse of the gifts, and 
neglect of things most important.  Apostle Paul wrote a letter to them to straighten them out.  

2 Corinthians was written several years later to a church that had heard and heeded warnings 
and was well on their way finally to becoming more than just babes in Christ.  Paul loved them 
unconditionally, and here in 2 Corinthians he is asking for them to put away their humanness 
and embrace him as well.  Paul is here giving general admonitions that would have particular 
significance to the context of their lives and their deeply pagan background. 

The Corinthians experience is a perfect picture of Christians being called out from the world 
today. 

Here is the basis statement for the Apostle Paul’s next lesson:  2 Corinthians 6:14 
 

Three pieces:  1) do not be 2) bound together 3) with unbelievers.  These verses are NOT 
entirely focused on marriage but have a much broader point, though the marriage application 
is perhaps the most important as it is the most consuming.  Our understanding is that Paul is 
starting with the most important relationships in your life.  It’s like the tip of a pyramid and he 
is going to go through several things.  The pyramid is going to get wider or broader as we go. 
The levels after that will include more and more of the people and relationships that are 
around you.  It will include your relationship with the entire world by the time we are done. 

1) do not be:  2 Corinthians 6:14: (KJV) Be ye <1096> not <3361>… 

Romans 11:1: (KJV) I say then, Hath God cast away His people? God forbid <3361> <1096>. 
For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

Romans 6:15:  What then? Shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? 
God forbid <3361> <1096> (These are the same Greek words as be ye not.) 
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     2)  bound together - unequally yoked together <2086> <5723>  

Unequally yoked together:  Strongs #2086 eterozugew heterozugeo het-er-od-zoog-eh’-o; to 
yoke up differently, i.e. (figuratively) to associate discordantly; unequally yoke together with. 

To be yoked differently is to imply that you are using the yoke in a way that it was not 
designed.  There is a misfit in the yoking process.  In the Old Testament, they were told not to 
put two different animals of different strength together in a yoke.  Don’t join two things 
together that do not really belong together. 

The root word for yoke in the New Testament is always tied to a committed relationship 
(meaning there are two parties) that requires effort.  Marriage is the most committed 
relationship that requires effort.  John 15:19-20: To whom or what am I tied in a committed 
relationship that requires effort?  Answer this question with integrity and it will serve as a 
revealing process towards understanding our personal efforts towards sanctification. 

3) with unbelievers 

How do the Scriptures describe unbelievers?  Matthew 17:17  1 Corinthians 6:6: If we are 
joining with an unbeliever in marriage and attaching ourselves to someone who does not have 
our faith then we are attaching ourselves away from the center of what a life of sacrifice is 
supposed to be.  Why would we put ourselves in this position?  Christianity is hard enough. 

“Be Ye Separate” Lesson:  Watch over your heart with all diligence.  We have a choice.  Let it 
not come to be that we bind ourselves to anyone who is not a follower of Christ.  Proverbs 4:23 

2 Corinthians 6:14 – Partnership is different than being yoked together.  Partnership is broader. 
What participation does righteousness (a state of being made right with God) have with 
lawlessness? (Literally, “illegality” – meaning a state of disfavor with God.)  This does not in 
any way imply that those who are not believers are bad – they are simply out of favor with 
God!  If someone is not under the robe of righteousness of Christ then they are a fan and not a 
follower of Christ. 

Deuteronomy 22:9-10: The ox and the donkey are different in size, strength, and temperament.  
One was considered clean and the other unclean.  Israel was plainly taught that separation was 
a mainstay of their culture and within their culture.  The Jewish nation was taught at every 
turn to BE SEPARATE.  When they ceased to the SEPARATE, they ceased to be SPIRITUAL. 

So, when we look at this whole subject matter of dealing with the people of the world, the 
point is that for the most intimate and strongest relationships are we going to choose the 
guidelines that God gives us or are we going to choose our own?  Am I going to be a fan 
in this area of my life or am I going to be 
a follower? 

So far we have looked at two levels of “togetherness.” First, the yoke – fastened together in a 
long term or permanent relationship.  Second, the partnership – agreement of and in action. 

Proverbs 4:23:  From the chosen allegiances of our hearts will flow the truest destiny of our 
lives.  2 Corinthians 6:14:  What fellowship has light with darkness?  Once the beauty of God’s 
plan touches us, our free moral agency is given authority over what we ultimately do with it.  
This is a “mirror lesson.” I am judged based on the choices that I make.  What constitutes light 
and darkness?  Ephesians 5:6-9: These are two clear opposites and an important point:  Light is 
NOT simply good, or nice, or even righteous and honest from the context of this world.  Light is 
in relation to spirituality.  If you are a follower of Christ (not just a fan), we need to be 
focusing on the light of spirituality.  Isaiah 60:1-3: Nations will come to the light:  The light 
does not, cannot mingle with the darkness!   

Third level of “togetherness” – Fellowship – agreement in principle 

Proverbs 4:24:  Put away from you a deceitful mouth and put devious speech far from you.  
What our heart wants, our heart will try to get. 

When our desires and allegiances are outside the realm of God’s light, we rationalize – we 
explain away true spiritual righteousness and co-opt in the darkness that covers the world. If 
we observe what we are rationalizing we will observe where our heart is.  That is a pointed and 
powerful lesson in the relationships of our lives.   
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The Scriptures in 2 Corinthians give us a spiritual relationship pyramid in terms of how we deal 
with those around us.  The tip of the pyramid and the most important part is those we have the 
most intimate relationships within our lives and marriage is included.  Do not be unequally 
yoked together. 

The next level is a partnership, followed by fellowship.  Partnership is a little more intimate 
than fellowship.  We are getting into broader areas of our lives. 

2 Corinthians 6:15:  Or what harmony has Christ with Belial?  What harmony do we have as 
those under Christ, with the world as those under Satan’s rule?  Are you “in tune” with those 
under Satan’s rule?  The fact of our being under Christ defines our being in the world and not of 
it and our following a spiritual ruler of righteousness and not an earthly one.  Ours is a spiritual 
symphony!  1 Corinthians 10:20-22 

Fourth level of “togetherness” – Harmony – playing the same piece of music in the same 
orchestra 

“Be Ye Separate” Lesson:  Let your eyes look directly ahead and let your gaze be fixed straight 
in front of you.  Proverbs 4:25  If members of a symphony, we must know our part and play our 
part – there is no room for adding our own music!  We must always be focused on the 
Conductor for our direction in tempo, volume and unity.  Our truest heart allegiance demands 
our consistent focus and attention. 

2 Corinthians 6:15: …or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  Luke 10:42: The 
commonality here seems to be along the idea of differing roles under the same overall 
objective.  Based on light versus darkness and the lack of harmony already presented, where 
would the roles - the assigned parts – be that the believer and unbeliever would play under the 
headship of Christ?   

2 Corinthians 5:20: An ambassador is from another country... The only opportunity for a 
believer and an unbeliever to play “assigned roles” is OUTSIDE of the headship of Christ, which 
must happen in life – the question is – IS THAT WHERE WE LIVE?  Is that where WE WANT to live? 

“Be Ye Separate” Lesson:  Watch the path of your feet and all your ways will be established.  
Proverbs 4:26 

Fifth level of “togetherness”– Common ground - the interlocking principles upon which we 
stand 

2 Corinthians 6:16:  What agreement has the temple of God with idols?  A temple is where 
religion is kept – to those who believe any religion and this includes paganism, it is a place of 
sacred meaning and worship.  Where is the temple of God the Apostle references?  

Paul’s answer is in the next phrase of the verse but it is also a reminder of his first letter:  
1 Corinthians 6:19-20: The admonition here is very clear.  I am not my own – I must therefore 
be and do only what is in accord – in agreement with sanctification (being set apart) – with 
being set aside for a holy purpose, with being a temple.  This is what I was bought for – I MUST 
therefore sanctify myself, for that is what I promised.  The purpose of becoming a Christian is 
to give up your will and do the will of God through Christ.  What agreement is there between 
the temple of God and idols? If you are a true, true follower of Christ then you are the temple 
of the spirit of God. 

What agreement do we have with an idolatrous world?  We can get along in that world just as 
Jesus and the apostles did.  We have the example of good and wholesome people trying to save 
the world – isn’t that what we want?  Yes, but we know that the only way to save it is to go 
through Armageddon and the Day of Judgment; so our process and hope are therefore contrary 
to those who are trying to preserve what it is right now.  We are simply not on the same page 
although we want the same ultimate result. 

Sixth level of “togetherness” – Accord – the general purpose for living our lives 

We are out of accord with the world around us but we are in accord with the will of God 
through Christ. This is telling us how different we are supposed to be with all the different 
levels of our life.  There should be a massive difference. 

“Be Ye Separate” Lesson: Do not turn to the right nor to the left.  Proverbs 4:27 
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To what and to whom do I focus my primary allegiances?  We must answer this for ourselves 
and we should not try, want or desire to answer for someone else.  Our answer must be Our 
Heavenly Father and his son Jesus.  If not, then what are we focused on?  Keep your heart with 
all diligence.  If we get our heart right then everything else is so much easier to put in place. 

What do we have so far?  We have a list of six different levels of interaction with the world 
that the Apostle places in descending order.  This list touches each and every part of our lives, 
from the most intimate connections to merely being on the same page as someone. 

 

 

The Apostle concludes with the answer to why there is a disconnect between believers and 
non-believers:  2 Corinthians. 6:16-17: (NASB) 16...For we are the temple of the living God; 
just as God said, I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people.  (Leviticus 26:11-12) 17Therefore, come out from their midst and be (ye) 
separate, says the Lord. And do not touch what is unclean; (Isaiah 52:11) And I will welcome 
you. 

Walk away from any ties that are of this world, that are therefore unclean (in terms of 
godliness) and that can deter us from that which we have covenanted to do.  This could also 
deal in Christianity itself.  If you are hearing things that don’t square with God’s word and are 
more worldly than following after Christ, then you may have to make decisions.  You have to 
walk away.  Be ye separate.  If we do so, here is the promise:  2 Corinthians 6:18: What an 
amazing promise!  He is saying do this and I will do that.   

“Be Ye Separate” Lesson:  Turn your foot from evil.  Proverbs 4:27 

Look in the mirror to see if the reflection is one of sanctified (and that means scripturally 
sound) choices in all areas of life.  If so, praise God for His strength!  If not, why not and then, 
what can I change?  Sometimes our heart wants what our heart should not have.  The answer 
for that is, “Be ye separate.”  In our separateness we should show the people around us the 
love of God through Christ.  It should give us a sense of how important it is to let the light of 
God shine through our everyday life. 

So, should Christians marry only Christians?  
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions... 

Think about it…! 
 


