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Our Children: Will They Ever Grow Up?  

Proverbs 22:6: (NASB) Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will 
not depart from it. 

For many, one of the most exciting events in life is the birth of a child.  Once they are 
born we really begin to understand how fragile, innocent and utterly dependent they 
are.  If not completely cared for on a round the clock basis, they have little chance in 
life.  As they grow it dawns on us that their physical dependence gives way to 
emotional and life skills dependence, so we must continue to rise to the challenge of 
parenting in an ever-changing way.  At some point, the plan is for them to stand, think, 
act and live on their own.  This is, or should be, the victory of parenthood!  Folks, 
something is really wrong. Many of our children are not learning this independence!  
Where did we, as parents, go wrong? 

There are several current event stories from many college campuses nationwide we will refer 
to today as a basis for our conversation.  While we are in no position to judge each individual 
event or the people, we can observe some very specific and troubling trends that indicate a 
massive failure on the part of parents to truly prepare their children – our children - to face a 
world full of contradiction and trouble, where victory and comfort are not common and 
certainly not easy.  We have a massive problem with our youth and their inability to grow up.  
 

#1 Foundational biblical principle for raising healthy children:  Communicate and encourage 
towards maturity, as maturity is NOT natural.  1 Thessalonians 2:10-14: The apostle is saying 
when they received the word of God, they did not accept it just from him, but they accepted it 
as the word of God.  Paul is showing they had the adult ability to grasp the bigger picture and 
is explained all the principles that help a child grow into an adult.  You give them the physical 
example and a child will imitate.  That is how children learn.  What are we showing them that 
they will imitate?  Maturity is not natural.  Show them the example. 

(Source:  nationalreview.com)  This video shows a young woman screaming in the face of Yale professor 
Nicholas Christakis about the alleged plight of minority students.  Why the hysterical shrieking?  Because 
the professor’s wife (a Yale lecturer) had the audacity to write an email to students at Silliman College, 
one of Yale’s so-called “residential colleges,” questioning excessive sensitivity over Halloween costumes. 
Yes, Halloween costumes. Here is the core argument in the email: “Even if we could agree on how to 
avoid offense – and I’ll note that no one around campus seems overly concerned about the offense taken 
by religiously conservative folks to skin-revealing costumes – I wonder, and I am not trying to be 
provocative: Is there no room anymore for a child or young person to be a little bit obnoxious… a little bit 
inappropriate or provocative or, yes, offensive? American universities were once a safe space not only for 
maturation but also for a certain regressive, or even transgressive, experience; increasingly, it seems, 
they have become places of censure and prohibition. And the censure and prohibition come from above, 
not from yourselves! Are we all okay with this transfer of power? Have we lost faith in young people’s 
capacity – in your capacity – to exercise self-censure, through social norming, and also in your capacity to 
ignore or reject things that trouble you?” 

Who hired you, Safe Space at Yale, October 2016 Altercation 

Defined, Microaggressions at UCLA, Sargon of Akkad 

A microaggression is a denigrating message that is sent by someone who is in a position of 
perceived authority or favor.  The words that we say can be interpreted in an offensive way.  
The offenses are never given but always taken.  We can get ourselves into trouble when trying 
to compliment because someone may take it as an insult because we are supposed to know 
about the sensitivities and we do not.  

(Source:  www.theatlantic.com)  The New Intolerance of Student Activism:  A fight over Halloween 
costumes at Yale has devolved into an effort to censor dissenting views. Erika Christakis reflected on the 
frustrations of the students, drew on her scholarship and career experience, and composed an email 
inviting the community to think about the controversy through an intellectual lens that few if any had 
considered. Her message was a model of relevant, thoughtful, civil engagement.  For her trouble, a 
faction of students are now trying to get the couple removed from their residential positions, which is to 
say, censured and ousted from their home on campus. Hundreds of Yale students are attacking them, 
some with hateful insults, shouted epithets, and a campaign of public shaming. In doing so, they have 
shown an illiberal streak that flows from flaws in their well-intentioned ideology. 
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#2 Foundational biblical principle for raising healthy children:  Maturity goes hand and hand 
with freedom and privilege.  Hebrews 5:12-14: The apostle is talking about adults in terms of 
being spiritual children.  He is saying, I can tell you are not grown up because you can only 
manage the milk of the word, which is easily digestible.  It is okay to be there but you do not 
stay there.  You need to be able to handle more and do more so you can teach others to do the 
same thing.  Be mature and you will find freedom.  We are teaching this generation to be 
babies! 

#3 Foundational biblical principle for raising healthy children:  A child is childish and cannot 
function as an adult!  TEACH them to grow into maturity.  1 Corinthians 3:1-4: Their actions as 
Christians were very childish.  Paul is telling them to grow up.  He is being harsh with them.  
When we act childishly, we, by definition, must have the reigns of freedom pulled from us.  
Children need to be taught to be adults. 

(Source: www.theatlantic.com) The New Intolerance of Student Activism:  …In the face of hateful 
personal attacks like that, Nicholas Christakis listened and gave restrained, civil responses. He later 
magnanimously tweeted, “No one, especially no students exercising right to speech, should be judged just 
on the basis of short video clip.” (He is right.) And he invited students who still disagreed with him, and 
with his wife, to continue the conversation at a brunch to be hosted in their campus home… 

When we watched the video of Nicholas Christakis, he stood in the middle of angry students 
with his hands folded in front of him and listened.  When he said, “I have a different 
perspective,” he was expected to listen but not allowed to speak.  We have not taught our 
children to be mature. 

#4 Foundational biblical principle for raising healthy children:  Children need thorough training 
in righteousness – this creates guidelines for detecting evil.  Hebrews 5:12-14: The only way to 
give anyone practice is to expose them to the real life challenges of good and evil.  Our youth 
are not being exposed to good and evil.  We trained children in self-protection and self-
preservation.  That is wrong!  We are helicoptering over them and monitoring every single thing 
they are doing and telling them the answers so they do not have to think for themselves.  God 
is educating us on the permission of good and evil and gave us the opportunity to experience 
sin and death.  By the experience as a race, once we have learned it we will not want to go 
back there again.  Why don’t we learn from God? 

(Source:  www.theatlantic.com) The New Intolerance of Student Activism: …In “The Coddling of the 
American Mind,” Greg Lukianoff and Jonathan Haidt argued that too many college students engage in 
“catastrophizing,” which is to say, turning common events into nightmarish trials or claiming that easily 
bearable events are too awful to bear. After citing examples, they concluded, “smart people do, in fact, 
overreact to innocuous speech, make mountains out of molehills, and seek punishment for anyone whose 
words make anyone else feel uncomfortable.  According to The Washington Post, “several students in 
Silliman said they couldn’t bear to live in the college anymore.” These are young people who live in safe, 
heated buildings with two Steinway grand pianos, an indoor basketball court, a courtyard with hammocks 
and picnic tables, a computer lab, a dance studio, a gym, a movie theater, a film-editing lab, billiard 
tables, an art gallery, and four music practice rooms. But they can’t bear this setting that millions of 
people would risk their lives to inhabit because one woman wrote an email that hurt their feelings?  
Another Silliman resident declared in a campus publication, “I have had to watch my friends defend their 
right to this institution. This email and the subsequent reaction to it have interrupted their lives. I have 
friends who are not going to class, who are not doing their homework, who are losing sleep, who are 
skipping meals, and who are having breakdowns.” One feels for these students. But if an email about 
Halloween costumes has them skipping class and suffering breakdowns, either they need help from 
mental-health professionals or they’ve been grievously ill-served by debilitating ideological notions 
they’ve acquired about what ought to cause them pain. 

Microaggressions, Do College Students Hate Free Speech?  Reason TV 

Asking an Asian student where they were born is considered a microaggression.  Telling a black 
student that they are articulate is officially considered a microaggression on some college 
campuses.  You may be saying it because you are impressed with the fact that he is articulate, 
but what they are saying is it could be interpreted that the black student may be looking at 
you as a white male saying, you don’t think blacks are generally articulate and he might be the 
one standout among all blacks?  That is what they are saying could be the response.  Because 
that could be the reaction, you shouldn’t give that compliment.  Even if it comes from the 
bottom of your heart and is absolutely true.  
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#5 Foundational biblical principle for raising healthy children:  Righteousness if our basis for 
responding, not emotional reaction.  James 1:19-22: It takes time to have the word of 
righteousness implanted.  This only can happen if we continually feed it to our children.  If you 
do not do that on purpose, then what happens is the default. The default in our world is 
feelings.  

The student next described what she thinks residential life at Yale should be. Her words: “I don’t want to 
debate. I want to talk about my pain.” In fact, students were perfectly free to talk about their pain. 
Some felt entitled to something more, and that is what prolonged the debate—not a faculty member 
who’d rather have been anywhere else.  As students saw it, their pain ought to have been the decisive 
factor in determining the acceptability of the Halloween email. They thought their request for an apology 
ought to have been sufficient to secure one. 

Because there was no apology, they felt the faculty was microaggressive.  We have a flaw in 
the way we have raised our children.  We do live in a country where there is free speech.  Our 
generation has not taught our children right from wrong, godliness from ego, and they are 
floundering and do not know how to deal with the realities of life. 

#6 Foundational biblical principle for raising healthy children:  Children have little strength and 
need the support of the mature.  Ephesians 4:11-15: The truth isn’t necessarily comfortable 
but it needs to be spoken with love. The very best way to become mature is to learn from 
those who are – to heed the right input. 

(Source:  NYTimes.com) In College and Hiding From Scary Ideas, Judith Shulevitz MARCH 21, 2015. 
KATHERINE BYRON, a senior at Brown University and a member of its Sexual Assault Task Force, considers 
it her duty to make Brown a safe place for rape victims, free from anything that might prompt memories 
of trauma.  So when she heard last fall that a student group had organized a debate about campus sexual 
assault between Jessica Valenti, the founder of feministing.com, and Wendy McElroy, a libertarian, and 
that Ms. McElroy was likely to criticize the term “rape culture,” Ms. Byron was alarmed. “Bringing in a 
speaker like that could serve to invalidate people’s experiences,” she told me. It could be “damaging.”  
 

(Brown University is setting up a debate.  In a debate you hear two different points of view and 
they talk to each other and try to get the best of the other.   One of the debaters was going to 
be criticizing the term “rape culture” and so this senior says, “bringing in a speaker like that 
could serve to invalidate people’s experiences because you are going to criticize the term.”  
Catastrophizing!)  

Ms. Byron and some fellow task force members secured a meeting with administrators. Not long after, 
Brown’s president, Christina H. Paxson, announced that the university would hold a simultaneous, 
competing talk to provide “research and facts” about “the role of culture in sexual assault.” Meanwhile, 
student volunteers put up posters advertising that a “safe space” would be available for anyone who 
found the debate too upsetting. 

#7 Foundational biblical principle for raising healthy children:  Decide to think like you are a 
grown up!  (True growing up takes time, nourishment and experience.)  1 Corinthians 14:20: 
Children have to decide to think like they are grown up and take responsibility. 

The safe space, Ms. Byron explained, was intended to give people who might find comments “troubling” 
or “triggering,” a place to recuperate. The room was equipped with cookies, coloring books, bubbles, 
Play-Doh, calming music, pillows, blankets and a video of frolicking puppies, as well as students and staff 
members trained to deal with trauma. Emma Hall, a junior, rape survivor and “sexual assault peer 
educator” who helped set up the room and worked in it during the debate, estimates that a couple of 
dozen people used it. At one point she went to the lecture hall — it was packed — but after a while, she 
had to return to the safe space. “I was feeling bombarded by a lot of viewpoints that really go against my 
dearly and closely held beliefs,” Ms. Hall said.  Safe spaces are an expression of the conviction, 
increasingly prevalent among college students that their schools should keep them from being 
“bombarded” by discomfiting or distressing viewpoints. Think of the safe space as the live-action version 
of the better-known trigger warning, a notice put on top of a syllabus or an assigned reading to alert 
students to the presence of potentially disturbing material…But the notion that ticklish conversations 
must be scrubbed clean of controversy has a way of leaking out and spreading. Once you designate some 
spaces as safe, you imply that the rest are unsafe. It follows that they should be made safer. 

#8 Foundational biblical principle for raising healthy children:  Teach and live the respect of 
other individuals’ consciences that are different than yours.  Romans 14:1-4 

#9 Foundational biblical principle for raising healthy children:  Teach and live the personal 
compromises we can make to build up another.  Romans 14:19-23: Don’t force someone to 
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violate his or her conscience.  Did you ever wonder where the phrase “politically correct” came 
from?  (Source:  ourcivilization.com) Political Correctness; Examples of Denying Freedom of Speech 

…Evidence of this effect is amply demonstrated by the Soviets, who embraced Political Correctness with 
the Communist Revolution. The lumbering, pompous, impoverished, humorless monster this Nation 
became is now History. And it should be remembered that in 1914 Tsarist Russia was considered by 
Edmund Cars, a French economist who then published a book about the subject, to be an economic giant 
set to overshadow Europe.  (Political correctness came from Tsarist Russia around 1914 so they could 
control you.)  An Old Witness:  Helen, a member of Parramatta writers club in 1992, was a citizen of Kiev 
during the Red Terror, and described living with official truth and the constant threat of arrest. Knowing 
the content of the latest party newspaper was critical to avoiding internment, as public contradiction, 
either directly or indirectly, meant denouncement to the KGB. If you complained about being hungry 
when food shortages were not officially recognized, then you became an enemy of the state. If you failed 
to praise a Soviet hero, or praised an ex-hero, then again your fate was sealed. The need to be politically 
correct dominated all conversation and behaviour, as failure meant drastic penalty. Uncertainty and fear 
pervaded everything, nobody could be sure that an official request to visit Party headquarters meant 
imprisonment, torture, death, public reward or nothing important.  Unless plain speaking is allowed, clear 
thinking is denied. 

#10 Foundational biblical principle for raising healthy children:  Deal with the difficult 
interpersonal challenges that come your way with courage and humility. 

Truth needs to be heard but sometimes it is hard.  We need to use the velvet hammer.  Velvet 
is soft but sometimes the truth has an impact you cannot deny.  Cradle that impact with the 
softness of love, care and concern.  If you need to criticize, cradle the criticism within the 
compliment.  Matthew 18:15-17: Communicate and deal with the difficult things and make sure 
that you are not interpreting someone’s preferences or quirks as sins.  Microaggression is often 
a misinterpretation of what someone is saying and just an assumption that they mean 
something bad.  Matthew 18:21-22: Forgiving your brother implies communicating.  Try it!  
You’ll like it!  Allow yourself to communicate with those you disagree with. When you teach 
children unrighteous principles it produces under-performing children.  They are not challenged 
to rise above themselves and put their feelings aside and get the job done. 

Everett Piper, president of Oklahoma Wesleyan University, in a recent open letter to students, gave some 
old-fashioned tough love:  This is not a Day Care. It’s a University! This past week, I actually had a 
student come forward after a university chapel service and complain because he felt “victimized” by a 
sermon on the topic of 1 Corinthians 13. It appears that this young scholar felt offended because a homily 
on love made him feel bad for not showing love. In his mind, the speaker was wrong for making him, and 
his peers, feel uncomfortable.  (That is a classic microagression reaction.  Don’t say it because it makes 
me feel uncomfortable.)  I’m not making this up. Our culture has actually taught our kids to be this self-
absorbed and narcissistic. Any time their feelings are hurt, they are the victims. Anyone who dares 
challenge them and, thus, makes them “feel bad” about themselves, is a “hater,” a “bigot,” an 
“oppressor,” and a “victimizer.”  I have a message for this young man and all others who care to listen. 
That feeling of discomfort you have after listening to a sermon is called a conscience. An altar call is 
supposed to make you feel bad. It is supposed to make you feel guilty. The goal of many a good sermon is 
to get you to confess your sins—not coddle you in your selfishness. The primary objective of the Church 
and the Christian faith is your confession, not your self-actualization.  

Microaggressions, Does Free Speech Offend You?  Prager U 

“Intellectual comfort is not a right.”  As parents we need to help our children understand that 
it is not about their personal comfort all the time.  It is often times about doing the right thing 
even when it is difficult.  Do the right thing anyway! 

#11 Foundational biblical principle for raising healthy children:  Our children are OUR personal 
responsibility – be responsible and therefore teach responsibility! 

Colossians 3:20-21 and 1 Peter 2:1-2,5:  Learn to find your common ground and work together 
with the common ground and expect things are not always going to be perfect.  Yes we have 
differences and it is okay.  Grow up.  Teach your children to grow up.  We have scriptural 
principles that show us exactly how to do that. Allow the growth process through parenting to 
have its results shine through!  Stand up against the tide.  Stand up for something higher.  
Stand for godly principles.  Our children need us so they can grow up. 

So, will our children ever grow up?  
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions... 

Think about it…! 


