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Where Does Your Soul Go When You Die? (Part II) 

1 Thessalonians 5:23: (KJV) And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

A few weeks ago we began to look at the nature of the soul as defined in the Bible – not as 
defined by traditions or mythology or different social groupings - but as defined by the Bible.  
What we found was the Bible clearly states that the soul – the being of man and animal - is 
mortal and subject to death, which is the absence of life.  Today we look at Scriptures that 
seem to contradict this conclusion as well as the difference between soul and spirit.  What 
does the Bible tell us?  Please refer to “Where Does Your Soul Go When You Die? (Part I)” from 
March 15, 2015. 

First, let us do a quick review from Part I.  How is the nature of the soul defined in the Bible?  
Genesis 3:19: Mankind will return to the elements – not just your body…“you.”  Is death 
defined here?  Yes, we believe that death is simply going back to the pre-life state – death is 
the absence of life.  If this foundation of life and death found in Genesis is true, it should 
withstand the test of the rest of the Bible. That death is the absence of life should be 
verifiable throughout all of the Holy Scriptures. 

This text refers back to the original sentence for sin given in the garden:  Romans 6:23: 
(NASB) For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  This text corroborates Genesis 3:19.  Sin brings death.  Even in his enlightened state, the 
Apostle Paul does not add to or change the simple Genesis equation.  He does add that there is 
a miraculous hope beyond the grave.  Two of the many other Scriptures that show death is 
the absence of life:  Ecclesiastes 9:10: This is a simple statement that says when you die there 
is nothing happening. There is no activity, no life, and no consciousness in death.  Psalms 
115:17: (KJV) The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence.  Job 
suffered many things and in his anguish was begging for death.  How did he describe it?   
Job 14:13-14: (NASB) 13Oh that You would hide me in Sheol <7585>, that You would conceal 
me until Your wrath returns to You, that You would set a limit for me and remember me! 14If 
a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my struggle I will wait until my change comes.  

Job asks to be hid in Sheol (hell/grave/pit).  The word is interchangeable.  Who else goes in 
Sheol?  Bad people:  Psalms 9:17  Good people:  Psalms 49:15  Everyone suffers the same end.  
The advent of Jesus brings resurrection, which is another part of the story. 

Some people claim to have out of body or near death experiences.  This program followed 
several of the out of body experiences.  Please refer to the audio archive of this program and 
the Full Edition Rewind for more details.   

According to the Webster’s Online Dictionary, to be “immortal” is to be exempt from death or 
exempt from oblivion.  If human beings automatically have immortality in our being, would we 
have to actively seek for it?  Romans 2:7: (KJV) To them who by patient continuance in well 
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life.  If immortality were inherent in 
the human soul, why would we ever have to seek for it?  It doesn’t make a lot of sense from a 
scriptural standpoint to say that there is a part of the human form that cannot actually die. 

Let’s look at the difference between the soul of man and the spirit of man.  Soul and the spirit 
are two entirely different things and are represented to by completely different New 
Testament Greek words. 

Soul:  Strongs #5590 psuche (psoo-khay'); breath, i.e.  
…concretely (the animal sentient principle only) (The being itself) 

Spirit:  Strongs #4151 pneuma (pnyoo'-mah); a current of air, i.e. breath (blast) or a breeze 

When we say spirit, we don’t normally think of a current of air.  But a current of air has power 
to it.  When you think of very strong currents of air, you think of tornados, hurricanes and 
things like that.  You see the amazing power of things you can’t physically see.  When the wind 
stops blowing does it mean the air is gone?  No, it just means the power or the influence of the 
air has stopped exerting itself. 

Varied uses of pneuma – “spirit:”  God’s power and influence:  John 1:32: (KJV) And John 
bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit <4151> (the power and influence of God) descending 
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from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him.  This took place at the baptism of Jesus.  
God’s Spirit is descending and its image is like a dove.  Keep that image in mind.  That image 
doesn’t necessarily carry through.   
John 4:23: (KJV) But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship 
the Father in spirit <4151> and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.  When 
it says to worship the Father in spirit it means with whatever power and influence we can 
exert with the focus of our minds and the focus and force of our being.  

The soul is the being and the spirit is the expression and the influence of that being. 

The word for spirit is also used to describe human power and influence:  Romans 1:9: (KJV) 
For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit <4151> in the gospel of his Son, that 
without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers;  We have seen God’s Spirit 
looking like a dove.  We have seen worshiping the Father with strength.  We have seen the 
human spirit.  Now let us see where several spirits are combined into one Scripture.  
Remember, it is all the same Greek word. 
 

Multiple powers and influences – multiple “spirits.”  Romans 8:14-16: (KJV) 14For as many as 
are led by the spirit <4151> of God (power and influence of God) they are the sons of God. 
15For ye have not received the spirit <4151> of bondage (spirit of power and influence of 
being captive) again to fear; but ye have received the spirit <4151> of adoption (influence of 
being an adopted child of God versus being in bondage), whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16The 
spirit <4151> itself beareth witness with our spirit <4151> (our exerting of our will; we make 
our will in accordance with the will of God), that we are the children of God: 

If you apply “power and influence” to each of these five times spirit is used, it really does 
make sense.  All of this is not talking about the soul; it is talking about the spirit.  It is talking 
about the power and influence that is exerted from the soul.  

Colossians 2:5: (KJV) For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit 
<4151> (with the expression of my own will and spiritual fellowship), joying and beholding 
your order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.  What is the difference?  The soul is 
who we are – the combination of body and breath.  It can live and die.  The spirit is the 
expression of power, will or force. 

Matthew 10:28: (KJV) And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul 
<5590>: but rather fear him which is able to destroy <622> both soul <5590> and body in 
hell. (Gehenna was a garbage pit outside of Jerusalem to burn refuse and dead bodies of 
criminals [never live bodies].  This was never a place of torment.) 

Destroy:  Strongs #622 ap-ol’-loo-mee; to destroy fully (note: not torture or torment) 

Mankind cannot destroy our “lives” from the standpoint of our future lives, because we have 
Jesus.  Jesus used the metaphor of Gehenna – God is able to destroy our lives in the garbage 
pit, if we are deserving of such an end. 

Spirit and soul used together in our theme text:  1 Thessalonians 5:23: (KJV) And the very 
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit <4151> and soul <5590> 
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The Scripture is 
talking about your whole influence, whole being and your whole person being preserved. 

What about Scriptures that seem to say people gather together after death? 

Genesis 25:17  Genesis 35:29:  What does it mean, gathered unto his people? 

Deuteronomy 31:16  Job 14:10-12: They are gathered together in the sleep of death.   

Job 7:21: Job is very helpful describing what happens to a man when he dies.  

The text quoted in the last audio clip was King Hezekiah’s song of praise for God extending 
his life:  Isaiah 38:18-19: (NASB) 18For Sheol (the pit) cannot thank You, death cannot praise 
You; Those who go down to the pit cannot hope for Your faithfulness. 19It is the living who 
give thanks to You, as I do today; a father tells his sons about Your faithfulness. 

Hezekiah is saying, “If I had gone down to the pit, I would not have been able to be praising 
and thanking you.”  We know that Hezekiah was a good king and not a bad king, so why would 
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he say he would be going down to what some people say is a burning hell?  Hezekiah said he 
was headed to the pit.   

Could the spirit be what goes to a burning hell?  No!  The next two verses confirm the 
transition from Old Testament Hebrew to New Testament Greek for soul (O.T. nephesh/N.T. 
psuche) and hell – the grave (O.T. sheol/N.T. hades.) 

Psalms 16:10: (KJV) For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell <sheol>; neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption. 

Acts 2:27: (KJV) Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell <hades>; neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption.  The soul – our life, our being – goes to the grave. 

Genesis 35:16-18: In other words, her being was being extinguished – she was dying.   
1 Kings 17:21-22: Life can leave us and miraculously come back. 

Did King Saul really talk to the dead prophet Samuel? 

This takes place near the end of King Saul’s life:  1 Samuel 28:5-6: King Saul, the first king of 
Israel, had the PROPER methods of communication with God before him but none worked 
because he was rejected of God. 

Saul does not care that God is no longer communicating with him – he just wants an answer:  
1 Samuel 28:7-10: So, there is not supposed to be any witches or mediums in the land, but Saul 
swears upon the name of God (!) that she won’t suffer any ill will. 

Saul not only seeks out a witch, he vows to break the Law that he himself was responsible 
to uphold:  Exodus 22:18: (KJV) Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.  1 Samuel 28:11-14 

Observations: 

• The witch fears for her life, for her dark connections reveal Saul’s identity.  She realizes she is 
face to face with the King. 

• Saul reassures her, again blatantly defying God. 

• The witch sees a “mighty one” (“Elohim”) - Saul does NOT see it. 

• She vaguely describes it and Saul “knows” it is Samuel. 

• The Old Testament had no method for, or reference of, any human to become a spirit being after 
death… 

…on the contrary:  John 3:13-15  Acts 2:29: David died, was buried and is waiting for 
resurrection.  In the Old Testament there was no way for someone to have life after death on 
some other plane of being.  Then how was this possible…?  2 Kings 2:11:  …and Elijah went up 
to heaven in a whirlwind.The word here for heaven can mean “the air” or “above the air.” We 
have to look at context to help determine which is correct.  We know that about seven years 
after that experience, Elijah wrote a letter to King Jehoram in 2 Chronicles 21:12.  So Elijah 
was not physically taken into heaven; he was taken up in a miraculous vision and vanished.   

1 Samuel 28:15: (NASB) Then Samuel said to Saul, Why have you disturbed me by bringing me 
up?  It sounds like this “Samuel” is miffed about being awakened from sleep…?  Again, we have 
no evidence that Saul even saw anything, but he did hear a voice. 

Saul is utterly convinced he is speaking to the prophet – utterly blinded by his own 
ambition, need and pride:  1 Samuel 28:15-17 

God did dramatically depart from Saul:  1 Samuel 15:18-20: Saul tried to justify himself to 
Samuel, but Saul did not do what he was supposed to do.  The roots of Saul’s rebellion are here 
revealed – he is weak in character and strong in ego.  Ironically, long before the current 
experience of Saul going to the witch and having conjured up what is supposed to be the vision 
of Samuel, Samuel in relaying God’s rejection to Saul says rebellion is as the sin of divination.  
Sin is as heinous as resorting to ungodly ways and means to chart your course.   

Insubordination is like idolatry – in both cases you put that which is created over the Creator!  
That is what King Saul did by trying to divine an answer from God in a way he was not supposed 
to.  That is rebellion. 

The rejection of Saul was a prophecy of how far away he would go from God mentally and 
physically. 
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Saul is literally receiving the consequences of being cast off by God through this witch:   
1 Samuel 15:20-23: This “Samuel” basically told Saul he would die the next day.  Saul was not 
faithful to God, and so according to typical Christian tradition, he would not have gone to the 
same place Samuel would have gone to.  Samuel was faithful and Saul was not.  Yet the spirit 
says, you will be with me.  So, there is a contradiction of terms right in the middle of giving 
this very true prophecy.  Samuel was a faithful servant of God and first of all was dead, and 
second would not work with the spirits of darkness.  Fortune telling was not something the real 
Samuel would have ever been a part of. 

How did this fallen spirit posing as Samuel know what was coming?  2 Corinthians 11:14-15: 
Satan took this opportunity to prove he can prophesy as well, through an ungodly source, the 
witch of Endor.  Evil can speak truth…but at what cost to you?  What happened the next day?  
1 Chronicles 10:13-14: We have an unequivocal answer to the Saul/dead Samuel encounter.  
Saul died because he committed transgression against the Lord and he sought counsel of the 
witch.  He rebelled and the last expression of rebellion was so far from God, it was intolerable.  

But what about this…?  Revelation 6:9-10: It sounds like the people were slain but the souls of 
them were crying out with a loud voice like a disembodied type of experience.  Does that mean 
that the soul came out of the body?  Is that literal language or is that imagery so we can 
understand something a little bit deeper?  We think it is the latter.  The answer to this 
question is found in the account of Jesus triumphantly entering Jerusalem:  Luke 19:39-41: 
Would the stones grow little mouths and actually cry out?  No, this was a figure of speech 
explaining that the words had to be said as they were prophesied. 

Genesis 4:10: (KJV) And he said, what hast thou done? The voice of thy brother's blood crieth 
unto me from the ground.  This is another figure of speech.  We believe the Revelation 
Scripture also is a figure of speech.  The lives of those faithful were shown to be so solid in 
their faith that the testimony of their lives spoke even though the individual was physically 
dead.   

There are many New Testament Scriptures that verify that death is the clear penalty for 
sin:  Matthew 26:38: Life (vitality) and death (the absence of life) are opposites.  Acts 3:23 

Did the Apostle Paul have an out of body experience?  2 Corinthians 12:1-5: The Apostle 
himself did not know, meaning that whatever happened was so real that he really felt like he 
was where the “vision” took him.  He knew that to be transported to another place was not a 
natural occurrence and would not discount it being a vision or a miracle.   

Our opinion is Paul saw a vision he called the third heaven.  The time period before the Flood 
was the first world or as 2 Peter 3:6 calls it, the world that was.  This was destroyed by water.  
The second world or time period we are in now under the (temporary) rule of Satan is called by 
Galatians 1:4 the present evil world.  It will be destroyed by the fire of trouble.  Here Paul is 
calling this third time frame the third heaven after being transported by a vision into the 
future to see the glorious end result of the ransom.  Romans 6:23: (NRSV) For the wages of sin 
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Today we discussed some very difficult subjects on where does your soul go when you die.  The 
Bible teaches that God has not given us the spirit of fear but of a sound mind and He invites us 
to reason together and search His Scriptures to find the truth.  

So, where does your soul go when you die?  
For Jonathan and Rick (and Kathy!) and Christian Questions... 

Think about it…! 

 


