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God’s Three Great Promises! Which One is For You? 

Genesis 22:17-18: (NASB) 17Indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your 
seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed 
shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 

blessed, because you have obeyed My voice. 

We as Christians say that God is love – and that is true.  But what does that really mean?  Who 
does God love and how do we know?  Sometimes the answer to that question is difficult to see 
as we live in a world of sin and sadness.  We must remember that God’s love is expressed 
through His word and His word, though veiled at times, is still His Word and God is as good as 
His word, for He is a promise- keeping God.  God has made promises to us – big promises!  What 
are they and to whom do they apply? 

Each of God’s promises do not apply to all people in all time periods.  We want to study what 
promises apply when and to whom.  We do know that God is a God of clear intention and 
fulfilled promises! 

Some Old Testament words that are translated “promise:” 

Promise: Strongs #1696, to speak, declare, converse, command, promise, warn, threaten, sing.   

In the King James Bible, this word is translated “speak” 840 times and “promise” only 31 times.  
We get the sense that “spoken” and “promise” from God are the same.   

Jeremiah 33:14: (KJV) Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will perform that good 
thing which I have promised <1696> unto the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. 

Promise: Strongs #562 'omer (o'-mer); something said, AV-word 2, speech 2, thing 1, promise 1;  

Psalms 68:11: (KJV) The Lord gave the word <562>: great was the company of those that 
published it. 

Psalms 77:8 (KJV) Is his mercy clean gone forever? Doth his promise <562> fail for evermore? 

Here again, the word for word and promise is interchangeable.  There is an uncanny connection 
between a spoken word and a promise, especially when it comes from God.  In ancient days, 
your word WAS your bond, as it should be now. Your spoken word was a reason for trust. 

A “Rick” definition: A promise is a decision to transform a stated intention into a reality. 

God’s intention is to bless the entire world.  How will this be accomplished? Through the three 
great promises, also called covenants, we will discuss in this program.  A covenant is a promise 
usually made with God as a witness between two parties.  Marriage, for example, is a 
covenant.   

Genesis 1:27-28: God’s intention was to put Adam and Eve in charge of the garden, giving them 
a place they could flourish and honor Him and one another.  God intended to have a 
relationship with all of His human creation.  What happened?  Sin entered and derailed 
humanity, but it does not derail God’s intention, for He knew the entrance of sin would 
eventually serve as an eternal reminder of evil.  God’s intention was the blessing of His 
creation, and His plan would enable that to happen. 

So, how does God’s plan get there?  Enter Abram and a promise:  Genesis 12:1-3: In this 
promise with Abram was a foreshadowing of three GREAT promises we will study next.  Once 
Abraham (formerly called Abram) proved faithful in his willingness to offer his son, God 
restated His original promise but refocuses and expands its meaning…now it is all about 
Abraham’s offspring. 

THE ABRAHAMIC PROMISE Genesis 22:15-18:  Isaac, as Abraham’s offspring, was the testing 
ground of a profound faith!  Abraham had waited his entire life for this child of promise to be 
born but God seemingly was going to take him away.  Abraham was tested to see whether or 
not he would be obedient to God to the extreme.  No longer was it just that God would make 
from Abraham a great nation, but now Abraham’s offspring would show us two parts of the 
chosen’s blessing:  1. the stars of the heavens and 2. the sand on the seashore.  This is not 
merely poetic.  This two-part chosen family will be the tools of God’s love embracing all of 
humanity.  We have talked about three different parts of humanity:  the sand of the seashore – 
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the physical seed of Abraham, i.e. the Jewish nation, the stars of heaven – the spiritual seed of 
Abraham – and all the families of the earth who will be blessed – the “everybody else.” 

In this single promise to Abraham, we see three different parts of God’s intention of blessing 
everyone.  These blessings are fulfilled in stages.  The Abrahamic promise gives us a hint as to 
how those steps will take place.  When we look at Scriptures that promise blessing, we have to 
be careful to place them where they belong and to whom they belong.  The three great 
promises of God all take place at different times in history.  For humanity to be able to receive 
God’s originally intended blessing they need to be able to clearly identify the differences 
between good and evil.  God’s first great promise was given to do just that. 

JEWISH LAW COVENANT:  CREATED ACCOUNTABILITY FOR ISRAEL AND IDENTIFIED SIN 

The Law promised everlasting life to whomever could keep the Law perfectly.  Of course, no 
one (except Jesus) could live up to that standard.  God’s intention was to give the people a 
way to follow God and live a prosperous human life.  How was this promise delivered to the 
people?  Through Moses:  Exodus 19:3–9: Moses mediated between the people and God. 

What did this have to do with THE ABRAHAMIC PROMISE back in Genesis?  The Abrahamic 
Promise said God would make a great nation through Abraham.  His seed would be like the sand 
of the seashore and the stars of heaven.  Through his seed would all the families of the earth 
be blessed.  This Law Covenant is the sands of the seashore part of the promise!  God makes 
this first great promise in the Law to the nation of Israel through Moses, explaining how they 
were to live in a godly way.  This covenant was to separate them onto a godly path:   
Exodus 20:1–3:  Amos 3:2: (NASB) You only have I chosen among all the families of the earth; 
Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.  This gave the people rules to live by and 
punishment and consequence as a result.   

The first covenant identified sin and made Israel, God’s chosen ones, accountable.  But it could 
not free Israel from sin.  They also did not have a complete relationship with God – they had to 
go through Moses.  But this was only the first step.  God was laying the groundwork through 
which He could develop His original stated intention:  Be fruitful and multiply and have 
dominion over the earth.  How do you get there with all of mankind?  He started with one 
group first and showed them how bad sin is.  Hebrews 10:1-4: The Law made the people realize 
they had to atone for sin.  The atonement sacrifices were a shadow of Jesus – that one sacrifice 
that took away sins forever.  The Law was like a roadmap that pointed people to God.  A 
shadow is the shape of a reality that leads you right to the reality.  The first covenant was not 
defective, rather it was a necessary stepping stone to the second great covenant, which would 
be the reality that the first could only emulate. 

GRACE COVENANT:  CREATED ACCOUNTABILITY FOR THE CALLED-OUT ONES AND IDENTIFIED 
HOPE  The shadow, the Law Covenant, was to lead us to the reality – Jesus.  Jesus’ followers 
are part of this second great promise of God, this Covenant of Grace.  

Remember the first aspect of Israel’s Law was the Passover sacrifice:  Galatians 4:21-26, 28: 
(NASB) 21Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law?  22For it is 
written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman. 23But 
the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman 
through the promise. 24This is allegorically speaking, for these women are two covenants: 
one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. 25Now 
this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in 
slavery with her children. 26But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother. (Sarah became 
a mother by grace!) 28And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise.  

One of the problems of the church in Galatia was that they were focusing too much on the Old 
Testament Law.  The Apostle Paul said something very interesting – he reminds the church that 
Abraham had two sons – Ishmael, who was not the promised seed, and Isaac, who was.  He 
specifically states the two women were used as allegories or symbols to tell a story. 

Paul tells us that Hagar, the mother of Ishmael, represented the Law Covenant given to the 
nation of Israel.  Sarah, the mother of Isaac, represented a promise of grace.  She was not 
supposed to get pregnant at age 90, but she did.  Sarah represents the Grace Covenant.  This 
promise is to the children of “spiritual Israel.”  Paul is telling these new Christians they are no 
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longer under the Law, that first promise.  The second promise applied to them.  They did not 
have to fulfill the Law in order to be a Christian.   

A look at THE ABRAHAMIC PROMISE now repeated to Isaac.  There is a famine and he wants 
to go to Egypt:  Genesis 26:2-4: Why are only the stars of heaven mentioned?  This confirms 
the spiritual side of the promise!  Isaac was the son of the promise.  Isaac was a picture of 
Jesus.  The stars of heaven represent the spiritual seed of Israel.   

Who is the spiritual seed of Israel?  Galatians 3:29: (NASB) And if you belong to Christ, then 
you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise. 

God repeated THE ABRAHAMIC PROMISE to Jacob, who represented the physical nation of 
Israel.  After all, his name was literally changed to “Israel.”  His twelve sons would become the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 

Jacob’s dream of the stairway to heaven:  Genesis 28:13-14: Now the stars of heaven are 
missing!  Only the dust of the earth (an earthly picture like the sands of the seashore) is 
described.  His descendants would grow to become the physical nation of Israel.   

There are some basic differences between the first and the second great Covenants of God.  
For example, the Law had to be given by a mediator:  Galatians 3:19: What does a mediator 
do?  A mediator is a “go between” between two parties who are at odds.  Does Jesus mediate 
the second great Covenant?  No, because his true followers are not at odds with God.  This is 
why we pray, “In Jesus’ name…”. 
 

For the second Covenant, we have an advocate:  1 John 2:1-2: So, this “advocate” 
relationship describes those whom Jesus stands for vs. those whom he mediates for later – two 
different classes of people with positive effects from the ransom! 

Jesus finally acts as mediator for the whole world in the third covenant we will discuss, the 
New Covenant:  1 Timothy 2:5-6: This “mediator” relationship is describing the role of Jesus 
with the whole world before God.  Galatians 5:1-6: It is a matter of moving forward or 
backward.  The first great Covenant served its purpose of accountability and the revealing of 
sin.  It now is no longer important, as the second promise is in force.  The age of following 
Christ, not the Law, came by way of a transition.  First only Jews were called to follow.  Then 
the call to be footstep followers of Jesus broadened to the Gentiles with Cornelius as the first 
Gentile convert. 

So, what does the transition between the second and third great promise of God look like? 

First, there is the clear call to a high calling:  1 Peter 2:4–12.  The Law Covenant was all 
about a physical life; the Grace Covenant is about leading a spiritual life.  It requires leaving 
the first promise behind to become part of a new family, the brotherhood of Christ.  Those who 
followed after the Law rejected Jesus.  We must look to Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith. (Hebrews 12:2) 

The promise of the Grace Covenant:  Revelation 2:10:  Be thou faithful unto death and I will 
give you a crown of life. 

Through the Advocate Jesus, we are promised to be lifted up to a heavenly inheritance.  Israel 
was given an earthly inheritance.  Spiritual Israel (the footstep followers of Jesus) are given a 
spiritual inheritance.  John 14:2 

THE ABRAHAMIC PROMISE This is what it means to be a part of the stars of heaven class of 
descendants. 

NEW COVENANT:  CREATED ACCOUNTABILITY FOR THE WOTLF AND IDENTIFIED LIFE 
ETERNAL 

When the call to follow Jesus and participate in the Grace Covenant is over, his kingdom will 
be inaugurated on the earth.  The “everybody else” who will be resurrected will be living 
under the New Covenant, also called the New Law Covenant.   

Hebrews 9:15-20: The price is paid and Jesus’ blood has “purchased” the entire sinful race.  
Blood is a symbol of the fulfillment of justice.  The Old Testament Law was a picture of justice 
being fulfilled with all of the animal sacrifices, but it was not the actual fulfillment.  Jesus was 
that fulfillment.  The need for blood is founded in the need to satisfy justice – to give 
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something of great value (Jesus’ life) for the redemption of something of great value (Adam’s 
life).  God was satisfied with the temporary animal sacrifices, but they always needed renewal.  
It was a little like virus protection on our computers that has to be renewed for a price every 
year.  Animal sacrifices were like “virus protection.”  They needed renewal year after year.  
We can liken Jesus to a lifetime subscription for virus protection! 

The Old Law Covenant was a picture to point the people to Jesus.  The Grace Covenant was the 
actual fulfillment of the Law.  The New Covenant is the application of Jesus’ sacrifice that 
eventually goes out for the benefit of the whole world. 

The New Covenant is for the “everybody else” – THE ABRAHAMIC PROMISE all the families of 
the earth will be blessed.  This fulfills God’s original intention for mankind. 

This New Covenant cannot yet begin – it waits for its proper time when the covenant of 
grace has completed its work:  Romans 8:18-22: The whole creation is groaning under the 
weight of sin.  The recipients of the second promise of Grace have been lifted from that into a 
heavenly calling.  From there, the rest of the world will get their promise in the future – it 
identifies the opportunity for life eternal for all of humanity. 

So what do these three promises all add up to? 

JEWISH LAW COVENANT:  Jesus, as a Jew, grew up under and fulfilled this Covenant.  He then 
opened the door for the “grace class” – the “Isaac class” – the spiritual seed of Abraham.  This 
first Covenant was a shadow that led right up to the second.  (That shadow led us to the real 
thing.)  Moses mediated the inauguration of this Covenant just as Jesus will mediate the third. 

GRACE COVENANT:  This Covenant is available to us now.   
This is a call to “step up higher” to a heavenly role.  Taking up one’s cross and following Jesus 
can only be accomplished by grace, and Jesus advocates, represents and walks with his church 
to help us to be faithful. 

NEW COVENANT:  Jesus - with the help of his true church - will mediate this grand promise of 
life and blessing for the whole world as they will need to be brought back into harmony with 
God’s will and way. 

These three great promises bring us back to God’s original intention for mankind.  
Isaiah 55:11 

The third covenant in action:  First, we see the groundwork of this being fulfilled right 
now!  Jeremiah 31:27-34: The physical land of Israel has (miraculously!) been returned to the 
Jewish people – this is a foundation work getting ready for the inauguration of the New 
Covenant.  Israel is always in the news!  The Bible is very clear that God will fight for Israel as 
in the days of old. (Zechariah 14:3 and many others).  There will be a new system of justice 
and judgment in the land. (Verse 29)  A new, different covenant will be made with physical 
Israel:  (Verses 31,32)  They could not fulfill the first Law Covenant, but Israel will finally turn 
to God and He will make a New Covenant with Israel.  Through them, the New Covenant will be 
administered to “everybody else.”  Through the mediation of Jesus and the “body of Christ,” 
Israel and the world will be taught how to internalize God’s ways.  Jesus’ faithful followers 
(the Grace Covenant recipients) will have a grand part in the reconciling of the world back to 
God.  This internalized New Covenant will spread throughout the entire world!   

All men everywhere will finally see the salvation of God through Jesus: Isaiah 45:22-24: 
Every knee will bow – not just Israel and not just the true church. 

God is a God of intention and a God of promise.  His design for this world was a place of life 
and godly prosperity – it will come to be because He promised!  God allows sin to reign for a 
time period.  He gave us the Law to identify sin and hold us accountable.  But then He gave 
hope for a heavenly calling to work with Jesus in the reconciliation process.  Through Israel, He 
gave a third great promise that will apply to every human being who ever lived.  It is the 
“happily ever after” according to Scripture! 

So, God’s three great promises!  Which one is for you?  
For Jonathan and Rick (and Kathy!) and Christian Questions... 

Think about it…! 


