
“Should Israel Belong to the Palestinians?” #669 – July 24, 2011  

                                                            

Christian Questions ©2011 all rights reserved  
1

Should Israel Belong to the Palestinians? 

Genesis 12:1: (NASB) Now the LORD said to Abram, Go forth from your 
country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land 
which I will show you; 

It’s no secret that the Middle East is a hotbed of trouble and 
confusion in today’s world.  How did this all come to be?  Is the 
nation of Israel God’s chosen people and if so, does that mean that 
they are above the rules that the  
 rest of us must follow? 

Are there consequences for being 
God’s chosen? Does Israel have 
divine rights to their land? Stay 

with us as we look into Israel, her 
Biblically bumpy path towards God and then 
her 20th and 21st century path towards God. 

Where did the path of favor begin? 

We are first going to trace the history of Israel in ancient days, and 
then discuss modern day Israel. 
 

Abram: 
Genesis 12:1-5: (KJV) 1Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 

and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee: 2And I 
will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou 
shalt be a blessing: 3And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 4So Abram departed, as the LORD had 
spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he 
departed out of Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their 
substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went 
forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. 

Favor can take root in a heart of faith and obedience: 

• Faith:  He was asked to go to a strange land and promised to be a great 
nation when he had no heir. 

• Obedience:  In spite of the glaring “gaps” in the plan, he did what God 
said. 

God seems to have forgotten the promise!  But then 24 years later… 
Genesis 17:1-5: (NASB) 1Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared 

to Abram and said to him, I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless... My 
covenant is with you, and you will be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall 
your name be called Abram, but your name shall be  Abraham; For I will make you the father 
of a multitude of nations. 

A new name, but 24 years of no child, except Ishmael... 
Genesis 17:15-20: (NASB) 15Then God said to Abraham, As for Sarai your wife, you shall 

not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.  16I will bless her, and indeed I will give 
you a son by her...17Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, Will a 
child be born to a man one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 
child?  18And Abraham said to God, Oh that Ishmael might live before You!  19But God said, No, 
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but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; and I will establish 
My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.  20As for 
Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and will make him fruitful and will 
multiply him exceedingly... 

Faith can sometimes waiver… but God is faithful! 
Genesis 21:5: (NASB) Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born 

to him.  

This was the first stage of God developing a chosen nation to "bless all the 
families of the earth" through one man, Abraham, and his one son, Isaac. 

Is the path of God’s favor an easy path? 

God dealt with this family but always required obedience from them. 

This text is after Abraham showed his willingness to sacrifice his only son: 
Genesis 22:15-18: (NRSV) 15The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from 

heaven, 16and said, By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and 
have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your 
offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 
offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the nations 

of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice. (restoration 
of that which was lost!) 

Note the original promise is expanded to include an innumerable offspring that 
will possess the gate of their enemies, and who will be an eventual catalyst for 
all the earth to obtain blessings.  God is promising a world-changing event 
through Abraham's offspring. 

Isaac, the promised seed, and some of the difficulty that he faced: 
Genesis 26:1-4: (ASV) 1And there was a famine in the land, besides the first famine that 

was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines, unto 
Gerar. 2And Jehovah appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt. Dwell in the land 
which I shall tell thee of. 3Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee. 
For unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath 
which I sware unto Abraham thy father. 4And I will multiply thy seed as the stars of 
heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these lands. And in thy seed shall all the nations of 

the earth be blessed.  

God repeats to Isaac what He previously told Abraham.  Abraham never 
actually saw the complete fulfillment of the promises, so it became a 
"generational " promise that would take a long time to develop and unfold. 
 
Next was Jacob and his experience on the path of favor: 
Genesis 28:10-15: (NASB) 10Then Jacob departed from Beersheba and went toward 

Haran. 11He came to a certain place and spent the night there, because the sun had set; and 
he took one of the stones of the place and put it under his head, and lay down in that 
place. 12He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to 
heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13And behold, the 
LORD stood above it and said, I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of 
Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants. 14Your 
descendants will also be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed. 15Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, 
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and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you. 

Jacob, Abraham's grandson, is on a journey looking for a wife and receives the 
same promise from God in a dream.  This must be important because God 
keeps repeating it over and over to each generation.  This gives us a sense of 
the magnitude of the promise.  God was very precise in His protection of 
Jacob. 

Next, God dealt with a chosen nation, born out of the posterity of that 
faithful family: 
Genesis 32:24-28: (ASV) 24And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him 

until the breaking of the day. 25And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he 
touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was strained, as he wrestled 
with him. 26And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, 
except thou bless me. 27And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 28And he 
said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for thou hast striven with God and 
with men, and hast prevailed.  

Jacob's name gets changed to Israel.  His twelve sons became the twelve tribes 
of Israel.   

Let's jump ahead to a preview of our second hour by looking at the desertion of 
homes and villages by Palestinians at the time of the 1948 War and subsequent 
independence of Israel.  Who chased them out of their homes? 

French news article in the early 1950's, A Palestinian Myth, documentary by 
Pierre Rehov, youtube.com  

• Many more people left because they were told that in a few days, or at 
worst, a couple of weeks, they would return with the triumphant Arab 
armies to take their lands back and have more than they ever had 
before. 

A lot of Arabs left their homes because other Arabs told them to leave and 
promised them the spoils of war.  They didn't leave because they were forced 
out by their enemy, but rather, they left in compliance with their ally. 

Glubb Pacha British officer with Arab forces, as quoted from the book "A Soldier 
with the Arabs,"  A Palestinian Myth, documentary by Pierre Rehov, youtube.com  

• The Arab governments were largely responsible for the ruin of the 
Palestinian Arabs by exaggerating their hopes; it made them 
intransigent.   

We want to examine the modern-day propaganda that influences our thinking. 

What are the consequences of “favor?” 

Favor carries GREAT Promise! 
Exodus 19:3-6: (NASB) 3Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the 

mountain, saying, Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel: 4You 
yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles wings, and 
brought you to Myself. 5Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, 
then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 6and you 
shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall 
speak to the sons of Israel. 
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From the time Abraham left his land to the time Israel is released from Egypt 
was about 430 years.  Still God reiterated this promise of blessing. 
Favor carries GREAT Responsibility! 
Deuteronomy 5:6-8: (NASB) 6I am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 7You shall have no other gods before Me. 8You shall not 
make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath 
or in the water under the earth.   

They were not to put anything in God's place. 

Favor carries GREAT Consequence! 
Deuteronomy 5:9-11: (NASB) 9You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD 

your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and on the 
third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 10but showing lovingkindness to 
thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 11You shall not take the name 
of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name 
in vain. 

God's promises are not necessarily for the moment, but for the long term. 

Amos 3:1-2: (NASB) 1Hear this word which the LORD has spoken against you, sons of Israel, 

against the entire family which He brought up from the land of Egypt: 2You only have I chosen 
among all the families of the earth; Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities. 

Oftentimes we go through consequences without having learned the lesson, but 
a loving father will continue to discipline his child for the value of learning. 
 
Favor – God’s favor carries GREAT Compassion! 
Amos 9:14-15: (NASB) 14Also I will restore the captivity of My people Israel, and they will 

rebuild the ruined cities and live in them; They will also plant vineyards and drink their wine, 
and make gardens and eat their fruit. 15I will also plant them on their land, and they will not 
again be rooted out from their land which I have given them, says the LORD your God. 

There will be a time they will not be routed out of their land again.  So does 
Israel have the divine right to the land?  God said so.  But as a practical matter, 
how should that happen?  (We will discuss!) 

AL URDUN Jordanian Weekly in April 1953, A Palestinian Myth, documentary by 
Pierre Rehov, youtube.com  

• Our leaders are the responsible ones, spreading rumors of massacres 
and atrocities committed by Jews.  They distilled terror in our hearts 
until we ran, thus abandoning our homes to our enemies. 

FALASTIN, a Palestinian publication in February 1950, A Palestinian Myth, 
documentary by Pierre Rehov, youtube.com  

• The Arab states encourage the Palestinian Arabs to leave their homes 
temporarily to facilitate the passage of the Arab invading armies.   

Who was responsible for these people leaving their homes?  The Arab 
government and armies, expecting victory in war with its spoils. 

In Romans 11, Jesus said "your house is left unto you desolate."  Did that mean 
God was through with Israel?   
 

 



“Should Israel Belong to the Palestinians?” #669 – July 24, 2011  

                                                            

Christian Questions ©2011 all rights reserved  
5

No!  
 Romans 11:1-2: (KJV) 1I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also 

am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God hath not cast away 
his people which he foreknew. 

Ezekiel 43:7: And he said unto me, Son of man, the place of my throne, and the place of the 

soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my 
holy name, shall the house of Israel no more defile, neither they, nor their kings, by their 
whoredom, nor by the carcasses of their kings in their high places. 

They had a period of disfavor, but it wasn't to last forever.  

Genesis 17:6-8: (NASB) 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of 

you, and kings will come forth from you.  7I will establish My covenant between Me and you 
and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to 
be God to you and to your descendants after you. 8I will give to you and to your descendants 
after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; 
and I will be their God. 

We can see that the promise of God was significant from the very beginning 
over generations and for the nation.  There was favor and disfavor, but the 
promise always focused on that if they would follow God, they will inherit the 
land and bless all the nations of the earth.  The promise has yet to be 
completely fulfilled.  There is a length of time necessary for the promise to 
come true. 

 
www.cfoic.com 

(Paraphrased) 

              Sondra Oster Baras was born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio, in an                       
              Orthodox Jewish home and moved to Israel in 1984.  She lives in   
              Samaria as a "settler."  She has been working as a spokesperson to the  
              Christian community worldwide. 

Rick asks:  What is CFOIC organizationally and what is its mission? 

Sondra answers:  Christian Friends of Israeli Communities (CFOIC Heartland) 
was established as a small family project back in 1995 by a Christian family in 
Colorado in response to the Oslo Process or the so called "Peace Process."  
Israel began negotiating with the PLO and agreed to give land, which many 
Christians  found disturbing...the organization provides a way for Christians to 
become better informed about events in Israel...and the events in Judea-
Samaria.  We raise funds enabling Christians to partner with Jews living in 
Judea-Samaria by not only verbally stating their support but also financial 
support for the people living there. 
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Rick asks:  What do you do with the funds?  Do you build?  Educate? 

Sondra answers:  We do everything.  Some of the funds go to support our 
education - traveling to speak, meeting tour groups in Israel to take them into 
Judea-Samaria, giving people an enriching experience by meeting the people at  
the biblical sites.  This is supported by donations only.  Also, we work directly 
with communities who submit requests for things ranging from emergency and 
security needs, facilities for children and senior citizens, assistance for needy 
people, special education programs, and humanitarian needs. 

Rick asks:  So you are focusing on the physical and practical protection and 
enhancement of life in these "settlements."  It helps people's lives to be 
enriched physically in those areas.  How can people get in touch with you? 

Sondra answers:  www.cfoic.com, sign up for our newsletter and contact us 
there.  We can directly answer questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Violence is a terrible thing and has no place in a normal society. Unfortunately 
we are surrounded by those who live by the sword.  There were always Jews in 
the land of Israel, at its lowest about 5,000.  Jews began to come back to Israel 
in larger numbers, particularly in the 19th century.  The Arabs that were there 
saw the Jews as threatening and different, and they began the violence.  The 
Bible is clear that every human being has a duty to defend themselves and does 
not advocate suicide...Israel defends itself. 

History of the regathering: 

There are widely varied accounts of the conditions of the land of Israel from 
the late 1800’s through the establishment of the nation in 1948. For this 
segment, we will look at some of these perceptions and see if we can gain 
some understanding as to the truth of the land's history. 

What was the status of the land and its population in the late 1800’s/early 
1900’s? 

Peoples have always cohabitated in 
the Holy Land.  What will happen in 
Israel is in God's plan, in God's time.  
Christians must witness that scripture 
never justifies oppression by 
governments or violence by groups to 
act on God's behalf.  Violence is born 
out of fear and fear of the other has 
no place in the will of the Father 
which is to trust in His love.   
Joshua 8:35: Joshua had read aloud to the 

entire community, including the strangers 
who had come to Israel.   

Ancient guard tower in Tiberius 
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The History of Palestine - 1900s - Palestinian perspective, AIM TV and 
www.aimislam.com (an Islamic program), youtube.com 

• Zionist Jews had a design on the land of Palestine, the idea of creating a 
homeland for Jews in Palestine – this is really the beginning of the conflict. 

• Jewish society believed, because that is the way they had been educated, that 
the land was empty when the Jewish settlers came there. 

• Palestine was not empty, it was populated by Arabs who had a high level of 
culture and education...with farms, markets, towns and villages, roads, 
commerce and lots of interaction with the rest of the world. 

What was actually happening during the 1920’s?  Who was deciding what for 
whom?  Were the Jews aggressors? 

Sondra answers:  There is much disinformation being put out by the Arabs and 
this is just one example.  Israel/Palestine has always been the heart and soul of 
the Jewish people.  Look at the prayers that Jews have been praying for more 
than 2,000 years begging God to return them to Zion.  There was no Arab 
national claim to the land of Israel. The name "Palestine" was given by the 
Romans and then the British.  This whole idea of a Palestinian nation living in 
that land for millennia is just false.   
 

Jews have always lived in the land, and yes, there was a movement (for a 
greater number) to return to the land - not to throw Arabs off the land, but to 
settle the land.  As to what they found when they got there, just read Mark 
Twain's, Innocence Abroad.  No one accused Mark Twain of being Jewish or a 
Jewish sympathizer; he was just an objective observer...writing about Israel in 
the 1860's full of swamps, with marauders and bandits running the land... 

When the Jews started to come back to the land in the latter half of the 19th 
century, that's when economic development started to begin.  For example, 
Jews from Europe had natural commercial relations with the Europeans they 
had just left.  When Jews started coming in, jobs were created and it was at 
that point that Arabs started coming into the land from other countries 
because for the first time there was economic opportunity.  What really gave a 
boost to the area was at the end of World War I when the British came in and 
brought a whole different level of sophistication and commercial development 
that had not been in the land under the Ottoman Empire. 

The History of Palestine - 1920's - Palestinian perspective, AIM TV and 
www.aimislam.com (an Islamic program), youtube.com 

• The Palestinians saw a European power decide the future of a non-European 
territory, disregarding both their presence and wishes. 

• In the 1920’s, as land was being stripped away from local residents, the first 
clashes between Palestinians and Jews began and would continue on for years 
to come. 

What were the reasons for the UN’s decision?  Were they out to slight the 
Arabs?  Were the Arabs without any voice?   
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Sondra answers:  First of all, you have to distinguish between sovereignty and 
private ownership of land.  What happened after World War I was that the 
European powers divided up what had been the Ottoman Empire and created 
nation states, including Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Iraq.  As a 
result of all of these divisions, we ended up with 22 Arab countries.  The only 
place in the entire Middle East where there was an issue of creating a country 
for a non-Arab people was in Israel.  Originally the British had promised the 
Jews would have all of Palestine, (meaning Israel as we know of today), as well 
as Jordan.  But very shortly after World War I, the British reneged on that 
promise and gave three quarters of the land of what was then Palestine to 
Jordan to create an Arab state.  They did not then create the state of Israel.   

When the Jews came back to the land, we never 
ever drove Arabs off of their land.  On the contrary, 
I can attest personally that my grandparents - very 
poor immigrants from Eastern Europe to America - 
saved their pennies, literally, which they put in a 
little blue and white box every Friday.  Jews all over 
the world did this.  Those pennies were collected to 
enable Jews in Palestine to buy land from Arabs.  If 
any land came into Jewish ownership in the 1920's or 
1930's, it was because it was bought with the sweat 
and tears of people who worked to collect those  
 pennies.   

The only people in Palestine who initiated the violence was the Arabs.  In 1929, 
under the leadership of the grand Mufti of Jerusalem, Arab bandits - terrorists - 
went out on a killing spree and murdered, axed and maimed Jews in cities such 
as Hebron.  Hebron was a Jewish city back from biblical times.  There was a 
thriving Jewish community living in Hebron at least until the 1500's and they 
lived in peace with their Arab neighbors.  In 1929, Arabs, urged on by their 
leader, killed 70 Jews including women and children. 

So the perception that the land was stripped away from these poor, 
defenseless individuals by Jews is completely incorrect.  People actually bought 
and sold land, which enabled the Jews to get more of a foothold - through 
private transactions. 

Let’s fast forward to the present time.  Conflict still remains, violence still 
erupts and Israel still seems to get the bulk of the blame for it all. 

Jimmy Carter pounds Israel apartheid accusations, Hardball MSNBC, (The following 
clip is from a 2007 interview that Jimmy Carter did on MSNBC’s Hardball regarding his 
book: "Palestine Peace Not Apartheid," published in November 2006.) 

• What is being done to the Palestinians now is horrendous in their own territory 
by the occupying power, which is Israel.  They have taken away all of the basic 
human rights of the Palestinians, which was done in South Africa against the 
blacks. 

• The Apartheid here is not based on racism, as it was in South Africa, but it is 
based on the desire of a minority of Israelis to acquire land that belongs to the 
Palestinians and to exclude the Palestinians from their own property. 
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Sondra answers:  In 1947, the U.N. voted to partition all of Israel as we know 
it today into two states - an Arab state and a Jewish state.  Israel would have 
been left with very indefensible borders and Israel would have been deprived 
of the biblical areas that were so dear to us for centuries.  But even so, we 
accepted that plan in compromise because we wanted a state, any state, 
somewhere in part of the land of Israel.  It was the Arabs that rejected that 
state.  Ever since 1948 when the state of Israel was created, the areas of Judea 
and Samaria, which we clearly have a biblical and historical claim to, was 

considered "disputed territory."  It was never 
belonging to the Palestinians.  When Jordan 
annexed the area, only two countries in the 
entire world recognized it.   

 So for Jimmy Carter to come and say we are 
"taking their land," that statement itself is 
against international law!  In 1967, Israel was 
attacked from that area and in self defense, 
we went in and conquered that area, again 
under international law, we had every right to 
be there.   

Once you do come into an area like that, it is  
an area with many empty spaces.  When we 

came in to settle the areas we call Judea and Samaria, we were only on land 
that did not belong to anybody.  The Jewish communities are all located on the 
hilltops.  They were barren, rocky, absolutely not inhabited or cultivated by 
anybody.  In fact, I personally was present when a very 
senior government official in the early 1980's came out 
to where I live with maps.  She was going piece by 
piece, acre by acre, taking a look at the land and 
comparing it to modern and ancient maps to make sure 
the land that we were going to develop on another two 
streets did not belong to anybody.  When she saw a 
piece of land that had no title deed - no one owned it, 
it was public land - but in fact in the past ten years 
Arabs had been illegally growing and harvesting olive 
trees on that land, she said even though they don't have 
a legal right to that land, we will respect their 
presence there and we will not develop communities 
there.  That is how Israeli policy has been.   

In terms of civil rights, Arabs were given a tremendous 
amount of mobility and rights...until they started 
killing us. 

Rick:  This is what gets covered up by the propaganda. 

Sondra:  (Sandra went on to describe about her own positive interaction with 
their Arab neighbors in the early 1980's, which changed around late 1987 when 
violence erupted.)  The Palestinian Arab economy pre-1987 was booming.  They 
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lived better than they had ever lived when they were under Jordanian 
occupation.  But the violence just escalated. 

This is a conflict that God is going to solve.  However, we who are living on the 
ground cannot sit back and wait to be killed.  It is more difficult for 
Palestinians to move from one town to another through roadblocks and this is 
for one reason - when they left one town, they would shoot at Jews on their 
way to the next town.  I personally have a neighbor whose wife was murdered 
and his daughter, from the time she was 15, has been paralyzed from the waist 
down because when they went out on a summer afternoon to buy their kids ice 
cream, a terrorist drove by and shot at them.  This has been an all too often 
occurrence.  It is not what we wanted.  We wanted to make friends with our 
Arab neighbors, to stop in their stores, to buy oranges, and instead, we got 
murdered. 

A caller asked about the settlements being "illegally" built in the West Bank 
right now.   

Sondra answers:  One of the greatest travesties on this whole issue is how 
international law has been bantered about in a false way.  I would refer you to 
a famous article by Eugene Rostow, Under Secretary of State in the 1980's. 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_Rostow) He wrote an article on the legality of 
settlements.  He was also a professor of international law at Yale University.  
There have been other very reputable legal scholars who have concluded the 
same thing.  There is nothing illegal under Israeli law or international law 
about Jews building homes and communities in Judea and Samaria.  I just wish 
and hope that all those people who quote international law will indeed study it 
to understand what the truth really is.   

The caller continues with clarification that he would like discussion about the 
23-day blitz on Gaza that was condemned by the United Nations' investigator 
judge Richard Goldstone, and also the attack on the Turkish flotilla in 
international waters. 

Sondra answers:  Richard Goldstone recently apologized for his report and 
admitted that he had based himself on inaccurate reporting...the United 
Nations recently issued a report where it did not condemn Israel and found 
legitimate uses of self-defense in going out on that blitz.  What preceded it 
was five years of ongoing rocket attacks and artillery fire from Gaza into the 
Negev.   

 
CQ Rewind Special Note:  Please refer to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Goldstone 
In 2011, in the light of investigations by the Israeli forces which indicated that they had not intentionally 
targeted civilians as a matter of policy, Goldstone wrote that if evidence which had been available later had 
been available at the time...the Goldstone Report would have been a different document.  Reference: 
Goldstone, Richard (1 April 2011). "Reconsidering the Goldstone Report on Israel and war crimes". The 
Washington Post. http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/reconsidering-the-goldstone-report-on-israel-
and-war-crimes/2011/04/01/AFg111JC_story.html. Retrieved 1 April 2011. 
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The Palestinians very often claim that we have no right to be in Judea and 
Samaria.  The people in Gaza were firing on the Negev, having nothing to do 
with Judea and Samaria.   

The caller asked if Palestine has an army or navy. 

Sondra answers:  ...they are not a state.  They have an armed police force 
(with submachine guns) and in 2006 after their last election where Hamas won, 
Hamas used those weapons and created a civil war against their own Fatah.  As 
a result there was a violent outbreak in Gaza.  

Rick:  What about the flotilla that was mentioned by the last caller? 

Sondra:  The basis of the flotilla is a lie - no one is starving in Gaza.  Photos 
show that they have shopping malls; their markets are full of produce.  Israel is 
letting food and all necessary products into Gaza.  It is enforcing a blockage 
against Gaza to prevent weapons and terrorists from coming in.  Israel made it 
very clear with the flotilla coming in last year that people are welcome to 
come and dock in Israel and all non-military goods would be allowed to come 
into Gaza. 

Rick:  So as soon as Gaza went back to Palestinian hands, there were 
immediate rocket attacks on a regular basis.   

Sondra:  Yes.  Gaza is controlled by Hamas, the most radical of the Palestinian 
groups.  A final thought:  The Jewish people have always yearned to go back to 
the land and God has enabled us to do that.  One of the greatest miracles of all 
time was the establishment of the state of Israel.  We welcome Palestinians to 
live with us in peace, but we will not leave our land. 

Remember, propaganda is not truth.  Thank God for His plan! 

So should Israel belong to the Palestinians? 
 For Jonathan and Rick (and Sondra!) and Christian Questions, 

Think about it…! 

 

And now even more to think about… 
only in the Full Edition of CQ Rewind! 
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The Bonus Material for this week is comprised of two things: 

1.  Maps to help us understand the lay of the land and the sources of conflict; 
(The first two maps following are from www.icsresources.org.  The third map is 
from www.cfoic.net.) and 

2.  Part of a timeline from www.icsresources.org.  This site is the National 
Resource Center for Accurate Jewish Content in Schools.  This organization is in 
place to focus on accurately portraying Jewish history in American school 
history books. 
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Timeline of the Arab-Israeli Conflict and Peace Process 
 
 

Date Event Description 

1897 First Zionist 
Congress 

Organized by Theodor Herzl, the founder of modern political Zionism, 
the congress officially announced Zionism’s goal of establishing a 
legally assured home for the Jewish people in the Land of Israel and 
created an umbrella organization to promote this goal. Convinced 
that the long history of oppression and persecution of Jews would not 
stop until Jews could live in a land of their own, these early Zionists 
committed themselves to a return to their ancient homeland, the 
national liberation movement of the Jewish people. 

1915 McMahon-
Hussein 
Correspondence 

Sharif Husein was the ruler of the Muslim holy city of Mecca. During 
World War I, British High Commissioner Henry McMahon promised 
him that Britain would grant independence to most Arab areas in the 
Ottoman Empire. After the war, Arab and British representatives 
disagreed over the borders that were promised. 

 

1917 Balfour 
Declaration 

The British Balfour Declaration promised to create a Jewish 
homeland in the region comprising the ancient Land of Israel. 
 

"His Majesty's Government view with favour the 
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the 
Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to 
facilitate the achievement of this object, it being 
clearly understood that nothing shall be done which 
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing 
non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights 
and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other 
country."  
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1920-
1947 

British Mandate 
Established 

 

The League of Nations divided Ottoman lands between the British 
and the French after World War I. Britain was given the Palestine 
Mandate on land comprising modern-day Israel, the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and Jordan. The Mandate incorporated the language of 
the Balfour Declaration. In 1921, Britain created Transjordan as a 
subdivision of the mandate in the area east of the Jordan River. In 
1922, Britain barred Jewish settlement in the Transjordan section of 
the Palestine Mandate. Thus the area available for a Jewish 
homeland was reduced by more than 75%. During the British 
Mandate period, idealistic Jewish Zionists immigrated to develop the 
land as well as to escape persecution in Europe that preceded the 
Holocaust. During the same period, the Arab population nearly 
doubled from natural increase and immigration from neighboring 
Arab countries. The Jewish population formed community 
organizations, labor unions, political bodies, and built roads, schools, 
hospitals and other infrastructure for an independent state. Arab 
resistance to Jewish immigration grew, causing the British to sharply 
limit Jewish immigration. 

 
1939- 
1945 

World War II and 
the Holocaust 

Nazi Germany attacked and conquered most of Europe. Preceding 
and during the war, the Nazis persecuted Jews, eventually carrying 
out a genocide known as the Holocaust. This resulted in the murder 
of 6 million Jews. Although the Jewish population of the Palestine 
Mandate gave military support to Britain during the war, the British 
refused to allow the Jews to flee Nazi persecution and enter the 
Palestine Mandate. After the war, Jewish resistance in the Mandate 
was conducted against British refusal to allow the immigration of 
Jewish displaced persons, the remnant of European Jews , who had 
survived the Holocaust and had no where else to go. 

1947 U.N. Partition 
Plan 

In 1947, in the midst of growing tensions between Arabs, Jews and 
the British, Britain announced its plan to pull out of the region and 
turned the question of sovereignty over to the United Nations. On 
November 29, 1947 the U.N. General Assembly voted to strike a 
compromise by partitioning the Palestine Mandate into an Arab state 
and a Jewish state and to internationalize the city of Jerusalem. 
Although it was less than they hoped for, the Jews accepted the 
partition, but the Arabs in the Palestine Mandate and the Arab states 
rejected the partition. Immediately after the U.N. partition vote, Arabs 
in the area, seeking to block Jewish statehood, attacked Jews. 
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1948 1948 War In keeping with the UN Partition Plan, David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first 
Prime Minister, proclaimed the independence of the new State of 
Israel on May 14, 1948. The following day, Arab armies from Egypt, 
Transjordan, Lebanon, Syria and Iraq attacked the new Jewish state. 
This was the first Arab-Israeli war, called by the victorious Israelis the 
“War of Independence.” As a result of the 1948 war, approximately 
700,000 Arabs fled or were displaced and became refugees from the 
areas over which Israel obtained jurisdiction. The Arabs who 
remained became Israeli citizens and now comprise approximately 
20% of Israel’s population. Also, in the aftermath of the war, over 
900,000 Jews were forced to flee Arab countries, with about two-
thirds of them being absorbed by Israel. As a result of its defensive 
war, Israel obtained twenty percent more land than the U.N. partition 
allotted. Transjordan captured the West Bank and East Jerusalem 
(the Old City), later annexed them, and officially changed its name to 
Jordan. Egypt took control of the Gaza Strip. Jordan evicted Jews 
from the Old City and erected barriers preventing Jews access to 
their holy sites there, most of which were destroyed or defaced by 
the Jordanian army. The Arab countries would not enter into a peace 
agreement with Israel. Armistice boundaries were established and 
remained until 1967. 

1967 The Six-Day War 
/ The 1967 Arab-
Israeli War 

Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Iraq moved their armies to Israel’s borders. 
Egypt closed the international water way, the Straits of Tiran, to all 
Israeli shipping, an act of war according to international law. These 
actions were accompanied by publicly stated intentions by Arab 
leaders to destroy Israel. After weeks of fruitless diplomacy, Israel 
launched a preemptive strike against the Arab armies mobilized on 
its borders, and a six-day war ensued between Israel and Egypt, 
Syria, Jordan and Iraq. As a result of the war, Israel captured the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem from Jordan, the Golan Heights from 
Syria, and the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula from Egypt. Israel 
offered to return land it captured in exchange for peace treaties and 
recognition of its right to exist. It removed the barriers in the Old City 
and allowed all religions control of and free access to their holy sites. 
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1967 -
1970 

Attrition Battles/ 
The War of 
Attrition 

The UN attempted to negotiate a peace agreement between Arab 
countries and Israel over the territories captured by Israel. Israel 
maintained that Jerusalem would remain a unified city, with all 
religions having access to their holy sites, and offered to return other 
territories in exchange for peace and recognition. In spite of Israel’s 
willingness to enter into peace talks, Arab nations met in Khartoum, 
Sudan in 1967 and declared their unwillingness to make peace, 
recognize, or even negotiate with Israel. Egypt began small-scale 
attacks against Israeli positions which continued until Anwar Sadat 
came to power in 1970. During this same period, the PLO, which had 
been founded in 1964 and called for the complete destruction of 
Israel, attacked Israeli military personnel and civilians from bases in 
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Egypt. The PLO also carried out airplane 
hijackings and terrorist attacks outside of Israel. In 1970, after an 
attempt by the PLO to overthrow Jordan’s King Hussein, the 
Jordanian army attacked PLO forces in what became known as 
“Black September.” Fighting continued until June 1971 when Jordan 
succeeded in evicting the PLO. The PLO moved its base of 
operations to Lebanon. 

1967 Settlement 
Construction 
Begins 

The Israeli government approved the building of settlements in the 
Sinai, Gaza and the West Bank to act as security outposts and to 
prevent attacks on major population centers. Settlements were also 
built on the sites of Jewish villages that had been destroyed by Arab 
forces during the 1948 War. Some Jews began moving to the newly 
acquired territory for religious reasons, believing that the strong 
biblical Jewish connection to the land gave them the same right to 
live there as elsewhere in the land of Israel. Settlement construction 
remained limited and there were few Israeli settlers for the first 
decade that Israel controlled the territories. Those who criticize 
settlements say that they are built on land needed for a future 
Palestinian state, protecting settlements is a drain the Israeli military, 
and they make travel for Palestinians in the West Bank more difficult. 

1973 The October 
War / Yom 
Kippur War / 
1973 Arab-Israeli 
War 

 
Egypt and Syria launched a surprise attack against Israel on Yom 
Kippur, the holiest day of the Jewish year. After initial Arab military 
successes, Israel pushed back the attack. Following the war, Israel 
retained the territories captured in 1967 but withdrew from territories 
it entered during the October War. For many Israelis, the 1973 war 
reinforced the strategic importance of the buffer zones gained in 
1967 because invading forces came close to overrunning major 
Israeli population centers. 
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1978 Camp David 
Accords 

Menachem Begin of Israel and Anwar al-Sadat of Egypt signed 
agreements in Camp David. The American-sponsored talks paved 
the way to the peace treaty signed in 1979. 

1979 Egypt and Israel 
Sign a Peace 
Agreement 

Egypt became the first Arab country to officially recognize Israel and 
to sign a peace treaty with the Jewish state. Israel returned to Egyppt 
the entire Sinai peninsula it had captured in 1967, removing Jewish 
families from their homes established there. This agreement became 
a model for Israel’s “land for peace” policy. 

1982 The 1982 
Lebanon War / 
The First 
Lebanon War 

After PLO units in Lebanon increasingly attacked the north of Israel, 
Israel launched an attack on the PLO and Syrian troops stationed in 
Lebanon. The Israeli army prevailed in the battles. As a result of the 
war, the PLO leadership was expelled from Lebanon to Tunisia. After 
Israel became drawn into a Lebanese civil war, Israeli public opinion 
led Israel to withdraw most of its troops from Lebanon in June 1985. 
Until 2000, Israel maintained a military presence in a section of 
southern Lebanon to create a buffer zone to protect northern Israel 
from terrorist incursions. In 2006 renewed terrorist attacks from 
southern Lebanon led to the Second Lebanon War. 

1987-
1993 

The First Intifada 
 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank engaged in an 
uprising, or intifada, against Israeli control of these territories. Israeli 
citizens were targeted and killed and the first suicide attacks against 
Israeli civilians began at this time. Israel responded with increased 
military force in the territories, in an effort to put a stop to the 
violence. Palestinian lives lost during military countermeasures led 
some to feel that the Israeli response was too harsh, while continued 
attacks against Israelis led others to feel that the response was too 
lax. In addition to Palestinian lives lost in conflicts with Israeli troops, 
an approximately equal number of Palestinians were killed in 
Palestinian in-fighting. This conflict continued until the Oslo Accords 
were signed in 1993. 
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1993 The Oslo 
Accords 

The Oslo Accords were a set of agreements signed in 1993 between 
Israel and the PLO. The Oslo Accords created the Palestinian 
Authority, which had responsibility for administering territories that 
would be placed under its control. The accords called on Israel to 
gradually withdraw its military presence from the Gaza Strip and 
areas in the West Bank, while leaving Israel the right to defend itself 
and its citizens, including those living in the territories. For the first 
time the PLO formally recognized Israel, renounced violence, and 
publicly expressed acceptance of peaceful coexistence with Israel. 
Israel also formally recognized the PLO as the representative of the 
Palestinian people. The Oslo Accords were intended to be an interim 
agreement that would lead to a permanent settlement with Israel 
giving up land in return for peace and security. However, they have 
never been fully implemented. 

1994 Israel and 
Jordan Sign a 
Peace Treaty 

After successful U.S.-led negotiations, Jordan became the second 
Arab country to recognize Israel, and the two countries signed a 
peace treaty. Trade, business relations, tourism, cultural exchanges, 
and scientific cooperation between the two nations have increased 
since the agreement was signed, albeit at a slow pace. 

2000 The Camp David 
Summit 

 
American President Bill Clinton brought Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat to Camp David. It was 
the first major attempt to negotiate a comprehensive final status 
agreement between Israel and the Palestinians. Although the 
negotiations were carried out in secret, participants President Clinton 
and Dennis Ross attributed the failure of the talks to Arafat’s refusal 
to compromise. They reported that Barak made major concessions 
including withdrawing from the vast majority of the West Bank to 
create an independent Palestinian state with a capital in East 
Jerusalem. However, Arafat did not feel the offer was enough and 
refused it. He made no counter-proposals. The goal of the summit, 
two states living side by side in peace, was not achieved and further 
conflict ensued.  
 

2000 -
? 

The Second 
Intifada 

In September 2000, Ariel Sharon, a retired Israeli general and leader 
of the party in opposition to Prime Minister Barak, visited the Temple 
Mount, a site revered by Jews worldwide as the site of the second 
Temple and by Muslims as the site of the Al-Aqsa Mosque. 
Palestinians instigated riots at the holy site, charging that Sharon’s 
visit was a provocation. The riots marked the beginning of the 
second Intifada, known to Palestinians as the Al-Aqsa Intifada. This 
conflict has caused great bloodshed and suffering on both sides. 
Increased numbers of Palestinian suicide bombings killed hundreds 
of Israeli civilians and injured thousands. In response to the 
bombings, Israel carried out military actions in the territories aimed at 
destroying Palestinian terrorist infrastructure which resulted in 
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terrorists being killed as well as many civilian casualties. There is no 
definitive event marking the end of the Second Intifada so its end 
date, and whether it has ended, is unclear. 

2002 Israel Begins 
Constructing a 
Security Barrier 

Israel decided to build a security barrier to separate the Israeli 
population from Palestinian terrorist operations in the West Bank. 
Since its construction, the barrier has been shown to be very 
effective in reducing the number of suicide bombings in Israel that 
originate in the West Bank by about 90%. It has been criticized for 
dividing some Palestinians from their places of work or study, which 
requires them to wait to pass through Israeli security checkpoints. 

2002 Arab Peace 
Initiative Is 
Proposed 

King Abdullah (then Crown Prince) of Saudi Arabia proposed a 
solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict which was endorsed by all 
members of the Arab League. The proposal offered Israel peace in 
return for Israeli withdrawal from all territories captured in the 1967 
war, Israeli recognition of an independent Palestinian state with East 
Jerusalem as its capital, and a “just solution” for Palestinian 
refugees. The Arab League endorsed the proposal again at the 
Riyadh Summit in 2007. The proposal is viewed by some as a major 
breakthrough because previously most Arab nations had ruled out 
peace, recognition, or even negotiations with Israel. Israel has 
welcomed the proposal, but has reservations about several elements 
of it. Negotiations have not ensued because the Saudis have 
demanded that as a pre-condition of meeting with Israel, Israel must 
first withdraw to the 1967 borders. This pre-condition is unacceptable 
to Israel. 

2003 The Roadmap 
for Peace is 
Proposed 

The Roadmap for Peace is a plan that was proposed in 2003 by the 
“Quartet”: the United States, Russia, the European Union, and the 
United Nations. The Roadmap involves reciprocal steps by the 
Israelis and Palestinians with the ultimate goal of an independent 
Palestinian state and a secure Israel. The Roadmap is divided into 
three phases, but has never progressed past the first. The basic 
principles of the Roadmap, however, were reaffirmed at the 
Annapolis Conference in 2007. 

2005 Israel 
Disengages from 
Gaza 

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon began a process that led Israel to 
unilaterally withdraw from the Gaza Strip and four West Bank 
settlements as part of a larger policy of “disengagement,” or the 
separation of Israel from Palestinian territories. The Gaza 
disengagement was very controversial domestically, because Israeli 
soldiers were required to uproot Israeli citizens who wanted to 
remain in their communities in Gaza. Nevertheless, Israel decided to 
remove itself from this territory so that the Palestinians living there 
could govern themselves. The plan has been criticized because it 
was not done as part of negotiations with the Palestinians and did 
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not require the removal of all West Bank settlements (four were 
dismantled). After Israel withdrew from Gaza, the number of rockets 
fired by terrorists from Gaza into Israel increased dramatically. 

2006 Hamas is 
elected 

In January 2006, Palestinians elected a majority of Hamas members 
to the Palestinian Authority’s legislature over the PLO’s Fatah party 
that had previously been in power. People have speculated that 
Hamas won the elections because many Palestinians saw the 
previous government as corrupt. In its charter, Hamas calls for the 
destruction of Israel and for the killing of Jews. The group has 
claimed responsibility for hundreds of terrorist attacks. The new 
government declared that it did not accept previous Palestinian-
Israeli agreements. As a result of the election, many Western nations 
imposed sanctions and suspended aid to the Palestinian Authority 
that they declared would be lifted once Hamas recognized Israel’s 
right to exist, forswore violence, and accepted previous Palestinian-
Israeli agreements. 

2006 The 2006 
Lebanon War 

Hezbollah, a terrorist organization based in Southern Lebanon, 
crossed the Lebanon-Israel border and attacked an Israeli army unit, 
killing three soldiers and kidnapping and then killing two more. At the 
same time, Hezbollah began to launch rockets into northern Israel. 
Israel responded with air strikes, an air and naval blockade, and a 
ground assault aimed at destroying the Hezbollah terrorist 
infrastructure. Because Hezbollah operations are based in Southern 
Lebanon’s civilian neighborhoods, Israel’s retaliation resulted in loss 
of Lebanese civilian lives as well as property damage. Approximately 
one million Lebanese fled their homes in southern Lebanon, and 
about one million Israelis fled their homes in northern Israel or took 
refuge in bomb shelters. Hostilities officially ended 33 days later with 
a U.N.-brokered ceasefire. 

2007 The Battle of 
Gaza 

There had been great tension and occasional conflict between 
Hamas and the PLO Fatah since Hamas won the Palestinian election 
in January of 2006. In June 2007, Hamas militants attacked Fatah 
members throughout Gaza. In response, the Palestinian Authority 
president, Mahmoud Abbas, dissolved the Hamas government. 
Today, there are, in effect, two Palestinian governments. Hamas 
controls Gaza and the Palestinian Authority controls the West Bank. 
Western sanctions to the Palestinian Authority were lifted after the 
Hamas government was dissolved. 

2007 Annapolis 
Conference 

On November 27, 2007, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice 
organized a conference between Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority’s Fatah leaders which was attended by many Arab 
countries, including Saudi Arabia and Syria. The Annapolis 
conference marked the first time that a two state solution was publicly 
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referred to as the mutually agreed-upon framework for a solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Nonetheless, Israelis and Palestinians 
have not reached a formal agreement and conflict continues. 

2008 - 
2009 

The Gaza War Between December 27, 2008 and January 18, 2009, Israel attacked 
Hamas targets in Gaza in order to stop rocket attacks on southern 
Israel and to disrupt terrorist infrastructure and weapons smuggling. 
Hundreds of militants were killed. But because Hamas was based in 
and launched attacks from urban areas, there were also many civilian 
causalities and Gaza’s buildings and economy were heavily 
damaged. 

2009 President 
Obama Appoints 
Special Envoy 
for Middle East 
Peace 

President Obama has stated that securing a peaceful Middle East is 
an important foreign policy goal. Just two days after his inauguration, 
he appointed former Senator George Mitchell as Special Envoy for 
Middle East Peace to facilitate negotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority and promote recognition of Israel by the Arab 
states. This is seen by many as an indication of the importance 
Obama places on the U.S. role in the Arab-Israeli peace process.  
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